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Ro M. XIII. 1, 2 
Let every Soul be ſubjeft to oY higher 
Powers. For there is no Power but of 
God: the Powers that be, are ordained 
of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth 
the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of 
| God: and they that reſt It, ſhall receive 
10 themſelves Danyzation. 
a f Texts of Scripture been rack'd and 
| = tortur'd as it were, to extort from, 


and make them own and confeſs what they 
never meant? Nor is it any wonder, that 


OW often (by way of Introduc- 
tion) have this and other ſacred 


when Men pervert the words of the Living Jer. 23. 36. 


God, their Mouths tranſgreſs in Judgment, 
their Lips ſpeak Wickedneſs, and their 
Tongues utter Deceit. 

Hence it is that they have boldly aſſerted 
the uncontroulable Power of Princes, exalting 
| the Prerogative in Matters both Eccleſtaftical 
and Civil above the Laws; making the King to 
be Lord of the Laws, and ſo not oblig'd to an 
unſcaſonable and ſuperſtitious Reverence of 
the Laws, (alcho our Civil Intereſts are 
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Of the Original, and 
wrap'd up and concern'd in them) but that 
he may for a while lay aſide all ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of them, and make uſe of an ar- 
bitrary Right. That he himſelf is inſtead 
of the whole Law, yea he is the Law it ſelf, 
and only Interpreter thereof: And that he 
may take what Cauſes he ſhall pleaſe to de- 
termine from the determination of the Judges, 
and decide them in his own Royal Perſon ; 
for that it is clear in Divinity, that ſuch Au- 
thority belongs to the King, by the Word 
of God in the Scripture : That it belongs | 
not to Subjects to cenſure, but to honour 
and obey their Sovereign, who- comes to be 
ſo by a Fundamental @ Hereditary Right of | 
Succeſſion ; which no Religion, no Law, no 
Fault or Forfeiture can alter or diminiſh. 

Thefe, it muſt be confeſs d, have been the 
Opinions of ſome otherwiſe great and good 

Men, who have long ſince ſeen and re- 
nounc'd their Errors; and the avow'd Prin- 
ciples of others, hot and fiery Zealots, affect- 
ing to call themſelves the Church of Eng- 
land, excluſive of all others that differ from 
them; but have better diſtinguiſh'd them- 
ſelves as a Faction, undermining the Go- 
vernment, invading our Rights, and conſpi- 
ring our Ruin : which they had certainly 
effected, had not the Almighty interposg'd, 
and miraculouſly prevented. For that theſe 
give an abſolute Right of Dominion to Men 
- Which is the ſole Prerogative of God; and 
to Princes a Powe beyond that of Omnipo 

| WE tency 


rom God that he ſhould do Wickedneſs, and 
from the Almighty, that he ſhould commit Ini- 


e diſpenſe the Fortunes of Men as they 1655. 


and pull down whom they will pull down: | if 


Ends of. Government. 5 
tency : For God can do no wrong, nor any 
more ceaſe to be juſt, than he can ceaſe to be 
God; it being an eſſential Attribute in God 
to be juſt to himſelf, and good to all. Dot hi Job 8. 3. 
God pervert Judgment ? or doth the Almighty 

faith Bildad) pervers Juſtice? Far be it Job 34. 


4 
quity. For the Work of a Man ſhall he render | 4 
unto him, and cauſe every Man to find accor- 1 
ding to his mays. Behold God will not caſt Job 8. 20. 
away the perfect Man, neither will be help the 
Evil. doer. And yet in theſe Mens account, 
Injuſtice, Cruelty, and Oppreſſion, no way 
impair the Rega] Power, nor leſſen its Au- 
thority. What therefore certain of the Epi- 
curtan and Stoick Philoſophers ſaid of St. Paul, 
may not improperly be apply'd to theſe Men; 
namely, that they ſeem to be ſetters forth of 
ſtrange Gods, in that they make Kings to be 
more than Men, yieldiog to them an univer- 
ſal Obedience, and enjoining all Men to do 
or ſuffer whatſoever they command without 
reſerve ; and that for Conſcience fake. And 
who then can call his Life his own, when tis 
the Sovereign's Pleaſure to take it away ? 
« Here, ſays Dr. Wake, they may ſeem Serm. at 


« to be a ſort of Gods upon Earth; may gb " 


1 
if 
fs 

606 

&« pleaſe; ſer up whom they will ſet up, 1 
„They may be honour'd too as ſuch, by 
* thoſe who know no Religion but their a 
| „In- 
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ce Tntereſts; nor think any Divinity more 
« worthy of their Regard, than thoſe who 
e have it in their power to promote them 
« to Riches, and Honour, and Authority.“ 
Which puts me in mind of the Perſian Judges, 
who once flatter'd their inceſtuous King, 


that tho their Law againſt Inceſt was not 


diſpenſable by their Religion, there was yet 
another Law, by which the Kings of Perſia 
might do what they pleas'd. As heretofore 
ſome ſuch like fawning Sycophants abus'd 
our former Princes, flattering them, that al- 
tho (as they very wel] knew) the Laws a- 
gainſt Tyranny and Oppreſſion would admit 
of no repeal by our Religion; that yet by 
virtue of their Prerogative Royal, the Kings 
of England might do what they pleas'd, and 
were only accountable to God for what they 
did, 

This, I think, is ſpeaking wickedly for 
Kings, and talking deceitfully for them ; al- 
lowing them, under pretence of a Divine 
Commiſſion, to do in God's ſtead what God 
himſelf could never do: Shall not the Judg 


of all the Earth do right? We have his Word 


for it (over and above this general Appeal) 
that he will not lay upon Man more than right, 
that he ſhould enter into Judgment with God, 
W herein is 1mpiy*d, that Omnipotence is no 
plea for Injuſtice, but that Injuſtice is incon- 
ſiſtent with, and utterly deſtructive of Om- 
nipotence; and would argue weakneſs in the 
Aimighty, and render him accountable = 

us 
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his Creatures. But let God be trae, and every * 4 


Man a Lyar;, as it is written, That thou 
mighteſt be juſtify'd in thy Sayings, and over- 
come when thou art judged. Shall he that con- 
tendeth with the Almighty, inſtruct him? He 
that reproveth God, let him anſwer it. Job 
40. 2. 


in Men, to ſtand in defence of themſelves 
againſt the cruel Oppreſſions of mercileſs 
Tyrants, who reject the Commandments 
of God? For — all, alas! they are but 
Men, I had almoſt ſaid 'the worſt of Men, 
under Reſtrictions, and liable to Rebukes. 
Samuel therefore was not afraid to tell 
Saul, he had done fooliſbly; that he had not 
= the Commandment of the Lord, and that 
Lord had rejected him, and rent the Ring- 
dom of Iſrael from him, and given it to 4 
Neighbour of his that was better than- he. 
And Elijah, 1 Kings 18. 18 rebukes Ahab, 
that Troubler of Jae, and Follower of 
Baalem, Eliſba alſo, 2 Kings 7. 13, 14. 
upbraids the Idolatry of Jehoram, the King 
of Iſrael, and boldly tells him, that were it 
not that he regarded the Preſence of Jeho- 


ſaphat the Ring of Judah, he would not 


lool towards him, nor ſee him. Nor was he 
altogether paſſive when that Son of a Mur- 
derer, as he calls Joram, ſeut to take away 
his Head. ata likewile denouncerh a 
Wo againſt wicked Rulers, thac make un- 
Je and ſanguinary Decrecs, Js. 10. 1, 2. 

com- 


——— — 


How natural is it therefore, and juſt 


y 


1 Sam. 13. 
13,14. and 
15.2 


A 2 * = 2 * N _ . — E FU 8 C * — ) 
—— NF WOE. ob Ot Lo GAGE 2 — — — * — 
* , 


— p—— — — 
, *— . * 
— — — — 2 


Of the Original, and 

compar'd with Pſal. 94. 20, 21. More- 
over Jeremiah, whom God, Chap. 10. 17. 
ſet over the Nations, and over the King- | 
doms, to root out and to pull down, and 
to deſtroy and to throw down, to build 
and to plant; bidding him not be diſmay'd 
gat their Faces, left he ſhould confound 
him before them, denounces God's Judg- 
ments againſt Shallum, and againſt Jehoia- 
kim and his Seed, Jer. 22. 11, 12, 18, 19. 
and 35. 29, 30, 31. All theſe were tem- 
porary Judgments, and duly executed in 
their ſeaſon, Pſal. 103. 6, 7. 

Howbeit the Prince of Hrus forſooth, 
would be a God, ay that he wou'd; but 
was told, he ſhould be « Man and ub God, 
in the hand of him that flew him. 

Darius the King would be alſo a God, 
and that exalted far above all Gods: And 
yet was ſo cramp'd in his Deity, and 
ſhackl'd in his Imperial Dignity by a De- 
cree of his own, that all he could ſay or do 
.avail'd nothing at all towards Daniel's Deli- 
verance from the Lion's Den, Daz. 6. 14, 
15, 16. : Mc 

10 ſhort, tho wicked Kings may take 
themſelves for Gods, yet when God with 
Rebukes correQs them for Iniquity, they | 
die like Men. 

No ſooner did Herod aſſume to himſelf 
Divine Honour, but immediately the Angel of 
the Lord ſmote him, and he was eaten of Worms, 


and gave up the Ghoſt, Acts 12. 12, = 
as But 


— = 
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But now from the general view of the 
Words, wherein is contain'd every Man's 
Duty to the Civil Magiſtrate, none excep- 


ted, are deducible theſe two things. 


Firſt, That by the Rule here preſcrib'd, 


even Chriſtians themſelves who were Mem- 
bers of a Heathen Commonwealth, were 
bound to be ſubject to Magiſtrates: That 


no Privilege of Chriſtianity nor Freedom 
of the Goſpel, which they might be apt 
to challenge to themſelves as the Subjects 


of Chriſt's Kingdom, did exempt them 
from the Duties, which by the Laws of 


their Country they. were to obſerve, and 
yield to the Government, tho Heathens. 
But yet were they not by this Rule ex- 
cluded nor abridg'd of their Rights, which 
by the Law of Nature or the Conſtitu- 
tions of their Country they were entituPd 
unto, and mighe claim in common with 
their Fellow - Subjects; Protection by the 
Supreme Power, both in their Lives, Li- 
berties and Eſtates, being the Subjects 


Birth- right. Nor did St. Paul's being a 


Chriſtian, debar him, the Privilege ot a 


Raman. : 


Secondly, In this Direction ( faith a late 


| learned Paraphraſt on this thirteenth Chap- 


ter to the Romans) St, Paul does not fo 
much deſcribe the Magiſtrates that then 
were in Rome, as tells whence they and 


all Magiſtrates every whete have their 
Autho- 


peror, let it be either Claudius as ſome A 
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Authority, and for what end they have it, bo 
and ſhould uſe it. Nor does he, in what he . 
ſays, in the leaſt flatter the Roman Em- 
think, or Nero as others, who then was 
in poſſeſſion of that Empire; for he ſpeaks || _ 
here of the Higher Powers, i. e. the Su- Ca 
preme Civil Power which Þin every Com- We 
monwealth is deriv'd from God, and is Saf 
of the ſame Extent every where, 2. e. ab- thz 
ſolute and unlimited by any thing but the 403 
End for which God gave it, viz. the niſl 
Good of the People; and ſo not to be re-| Rig 
ſifted. But how Men came by a rightful | ceſt 
Title to this Power, or who has that few 
Title, he is wholly ſilent, and ſays nothing der 
of it. beit 


Nor is it in truth of abſolute neceſſity the! 
for every one to know, much leſs to exa- Vert 
mine the Titles of Princes, or from whence} 8 
they immediately derive their Authority; don 
becauſe the Caſe of the Subject is far ſion 
more deſirable under him that impartially 
executes the Laws of the Nation over which 
he preſides, let his Title be what it will, Mi 
than under him that aſcends the Throne by 
an unqueſtionable Right; who never judges 
himſelf any longer boond to obſerve the ,.H 
Laws of the Nation, than until without 
hazard to his Perſon and Government, he 
can violate and break them; “ and inftead 
« of periorming his Coronation Oath, (tc Cros 

borrow 
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| borrow the words of a celebrated Author) 
„ wilfully breaks through all the Obliga- 
“ tions he is under, and endeavours by the 
| © baſeſt Methods to diſſolve the Eſtabliſh'd 
Government.“ 

But thanks be to God, that this is not our 
Caſe. Nay even they, who not long ſince 
were ſo much in pain for the Church's 
Safety, are now at eaſe, and fully ſatisfy'd 
that we have nothing to fear on that, or 
any other account, from the glorious Admi- 
, || niſtration of our preſent Sovereign; whoſe 
| Rightful Title to the Throne of her An- 
| ceſtors hath been recogniz'd by all, but a 
' few deſpotical Humoriſts in the Preten- 
der's Intereſt; who under the Diſguiſe of 
being for the Church, are carrying on 
their treacherous Deſigns agaialt the Go- 
vernment. 

Since therefore it hath pleas'd the Wiſ- 
dom of the Nation to ſettle the Succeſ- 
ſion in the Proteſtant Line of the Illuſtri- 
,| ous Houſe of Hannover, Juſtice undoubt- 
edly will, ſooner or later, ſurprize thoſe 
Miſcreants that ſhall attempt the Altera- 
tion of it, and therein the Subverſion of 
this our happy Conſtitution. 

How many barbarous ExpeCtants have been 
diſappointed, ſince that old Viper, Popery, 
hath been ſhaken off, and a Law enacted, 
That no Papiſt ſhould hereafter inherit the 
| Crown of Great Britain and Ireland? And 

| B 2 yet 
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yet there are a ſort of Animals amongſt 
us that are intent upon their own De- 
ſtruction, and hug the Flame by which | 
they are devour'd. I meddle not here with | 
the truly conſcientious and ſcrupulous Non- 
jurors; but with the Atheiſtical and Pro- 
fane, thoſe bold Pretenders and Jeſuitical | 
Incendiaries, in queſt of a King like the | 
reſt of the Nations; where to diſpute the 
Will of the Prince is High-Treaſon, and 
to aſſert the Rights and Liberties of the 
People is down-right Rebellion. Whilſt, | 
bleſſed be God, we may here dwell ſafely, 


1 Kings Every Man under his Vine, and under his 


Fig-tree : and there is none to make us 4- | 
fraid. For our Defence is of God, the ſu | 
preme and only independent Being; who, 
were he not Supreme, could not be In- 
dependent; and were he not Independent, 
he could not be God: ſor God in the Se- 
cond place, is no God. But that abſolute 
Dominion ſhould be eſſential to any Creaqa- 
ture, as much dependent on his Fellow - Crea- 
tures, if not more, than they are upon him 
in his moſt extenſive Power, and cxalted ſtate | 
of Eminency, ſeems to me to be perfect Non · 
ſenſe and Non ſequitur : For how ſhall he 
preſcribe and give Laws to others that is 
not ſo much as a Law to himſelf, but acts 
without controul, in oppoſition to all the 
Rules of common Juſtice and Humanity 
This I take to be an Error in the firſt Cor 
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coction, never to be amended in the ſecond : 
For the further he recedes from the Laws of 
Humanity, the more he is remote from the 
great End of Government, the Felicity of 
the People. 

The deſign then of the Apoſtle here, is 
to forbid all Reſiſtance of Sovereign Powers, 
in the regular diſcharge of their Office and 
Truſt. For I can ſee little or no difference 
at all between an unlimited human Autho- 
rity, and an unaccountable Tyrannical Uſur- 
pation ; ſave only that the one allows 
Princes to tread on the Necks of their Sub- 
jets, and the other the Pope for the time 
being, to tread on the Necks of Princes; 
But him the Apoſtle Paul (who in the Ver- 


ſes following the Text, reſtrains and limits 
the Power and Prerogative of Princes in 


2 Theſſ. 2. 3, 4.) ſtiles the Son of Per- 
dition, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf 4- 
bove all that is called God, Now whether 


the Son of Perdition, &c. be any Power 


ordain'd of God, I leave to the deciſion of 
the Roman Caſuiſts ; being fully perſuaded 
in my own mind, that that Antichriſtian 
Impoſtor, and all thoſe inſolent Invaders 
of other Mens Rights, acted by the Spirit 
that now works in the Children of Diſobe- 
dience, not only may, but ought to be re- 
ſiſted. And whenever the Almighty gives 
Succeſs to his People in their attempts a- 
gainſt the common Enemy, then * 
e uc 


| Caveat a- 
s: gainſtHigh 
Church, p. of 
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ſuch their attempts are well pleaſing to 


God, and acceptable in his fight: As in 
the Caſe of the late Revolution, and ſuch 


like Enterprizes. And therefore the Reaſon 
aſſign d, why every Soul muſt be ſubje& 
to the higher Powers, is, becauſe all Power 
is of God: *© The Powers that be, or the 
Government of every Country, according 
to its own Conſtitution, being the Powers 
« ordained of God.” If then the Laws of 
the Land not repugnant to God's Law, be 
the Rule and Meaſure of our Duty and 
Subjection to the Civil Magiſtrate, in whom 
the Supreme Executive Power, according 
to Law, is always inherent and eſſential; 
then doubtleſs therein is founded the Doc- 
trine of Paſſive Obedience and Non-Re- 
ſiſtance; and not on the Will of the Magi- 
ſtrate in being. And fo far as we are con- 
formable to that Rule, we are entitled to 
his Protection, as he is the Miniſter of God 


to us for good: For Rulers are not a Terror 


to good Works, but to the Evil. 


« lawful Authority.” Doth a Fountain, ſaith 
St. James, ſend forth at the ſame place ſweet 
Water and bitter? Can the Fig-tree bear 
Olive: Berries? either a Vine, Figs? So can 
no Fountain both yield ſalt Water and freſh : 
Nor any Man eſtabliſh Wickedneſs by a 
Law, and exact Obedience to it by any 


Autho- 


« God himſelf, as we are taught by the 
mns,p.28. © late Biſhop of Exeter, is the Fountain of all 
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Authority from God. © The Shields of the 
« Earth, faith the Biſhop, belong unto God. 
« Sovereignty, 'tis a Beam of his Majeſty. 
«© Promotion comes neither from the Eaſt nor 
&« from the Weſt, nor from any Point of the 


« Compaſs: Tis God that ſets up and ap- 


« points Magiſtracy : *Tis a, an Image 
« of God that comes down from Heaven.” 
Be it ſo, for I know nothing to the contrary ; 
yet nevertheleſs, if theſe obſequious Gentle. 
men will turn the Image of God into an 


Idol, and afterwards fall down and wor- 


ſhip it ; we know that an Idol is nothing 
in the World, and conſequently they wor- 
ſhip they know not what : Not much un- 
like the Men of Epheſus, that were worſbip- 
pers of the Image that fell down from Jupiter. 
Acts 19. 35. 

Since then that Magiſtrates are the Mini- 
ſters of God to us for good, as ſuch they are 
irreſiſtible, But there is no Prerogative a- 
bove Right ; and therefore *tis a Maxim in 
Law, that Kings can do no wrong ; becauſe 
they are ſuppos'd always to ſpeak in the Voice 
of the Law, and never to act but by Law, 
which makes them to be Kings. *Tis upon 
this account that Eliha puts the Queſtion, Ts 


it fit to ſay to a King, thou art wicked ? And Job 34: 


to Princes, ye are Ungodly? Which, as he 


would ſeem to intimate, is to reflect upon the 


8. 


Divine Wiſdom, which ſaith, By ne Rings prov. 8. 
reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, A divine 15. 


Sentence 
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{| Prov: 16. Sautens, (faith the wiſe Man) & in the Lips 


Prov- I 6, A 


Prov. 20. 
8. 


of the Ring; his Mouth tranſgreſſeth not in 
t. It is an abomination to Kjngs to 
commit Wickedweſs : for the Throne is eſtabliſbd 
by Righteouſneſs. A King that ſitteth on the 
Throne of Judgment, ſcattereth away all Evil 

with his Eyes, | 
Solomon intheſe and ſuch-like paſſages of 
Scripture, tells us not ſo much what Kings 
are, as what they ought to be. But as 125 
wicked Kings, as if they had no place a- 
mongſt Men, he reckons them as Beaſts of 
Prey. As à roaring Lion and 4 ranging Bear, 
ſo is a wicked Ruler over the poor People, Prov. 
28. 15. And the Prophet fpeaking of Jeru- 
' fatem, ſaith, Zyph. 3. 3. compar'd with Jer. 
2. 15. Princes within her are roaring 
Lions, her Judges Evening-Wobves. Tyrants, 
by Eliphaz, Job 4. 10, 11. are for their Cru- 
elty compar d to Lions, and their Children to 
their Whelps ; which ſometimes, unnaturally 
enough, ariſe and greedily devour the old 
Lion. 2 Kings 19. 37. And it came to paſs as 
he was worſbipping in the Houſe of Niſroch his 
God, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his Sons 
ſmore him with the Sword: and they eſcaped into 
the Land of Armenia; and Eſarhaddon his 
Son- reigned in his ſtead, From the words 
thus conſider d, it will follow (as of old 
hath been told us) that juſt Government is 
God's Ordinance for Man's good ; the 
Form thereof, Man's Appointment _ 
| God's 
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am with thee, and no Man ſhall ſet on thee to 
hurt thee: For I have much People in this City. 
' Moreover, no Man was ever puniſh'd for 
a good Work, as ſuch : For a good Work (ſay 
they) we ſtone thee not; but for Blaſphemy, and 
becauſe thou being a Man, makeſt thy ſelf God, 
John 10. 3 5. 5 
The higher Powers efteeming their own 
Religion the true, and all other Religions 
falſe; tho they are ſevere in puniſhing all o- 
thers, yet *tis becauſe they are of a falſe Re- 
ligion. They ſhall put you out of the Syna- 
gogues : yea, the time cometh, that whoſoever 
killeth you, will think that he doth God ſervice, 
And theſe things will they do anto you, becauſe 
they have not . the Father nor me, John 
16. 2, 3. After the way that they call Her, 
(ſays the Apoſtle) /o worſhip I the God of my 
Fathers, Acts 24. 14. He did not there ſut- 
fer for worſhipping God, but for worſhipping 
him in ſuch a way as they calPd Hereſy, It 
cannot therefore follow from thence, that the 
Diſciples of Jeſus are bound to ſubmit to 
what is impos'd upon them, contrary to the 
Laws of God and Man: For where there is 
no Law there's no Tranſgreflion, and conſe- 
quently no Puniſhment, Nor was any Man, 
I dare fay, ever put to death for an inevitable 
deficiency in Nature. No Tyrant on 
« Earth (ſays a learned Man) has been 
« oguilty of ſuch undiſguis'd Injuſtice as that 
« is, which maketh a Law for the puniſh- 
ment of the Blind, becauſe they mils their 
| E « way.” 


— 
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of the King ; his Mouth tranſgreſſeth not in 


* commit Widkedveſs : for the Throne i eſtabliſh'd 
Prov. 20. by Righteouſneſs. A King that ſitteth on the 
* Throne of Ju 
with his Eyes. 
Solomon in theſe and ſuch-like paſſages of 
Scripture, tells us not ſo much what Kings 
are, as what they ought to be. But as 25 
wicked Kings, as if they had no place a- 
mongſt Men, he reckons them as Beaſts of 
Prey. As à roaring Lion and 4 ranging Bear, 
ſo is a wicked Ruler over the poor People, Prov. 
28. 15, _ lr Prophet — of Jerg- 
' fatom, ſaith, . 2, 3. compar'd with Jer. 
2. 15. Heer Ria, within bo are wk 
Lions, her Judges Evening-Molves. Tyrants, 
by Eliphaz, Job 4. 10, 11. are for their Cru- 
elty compar d to Lions, and their Children to 
their Whelps ; which ſometimes, unnaturally 
enough, ariſe and greedily devour the old 
Lion. 2 Kings 19. 37. And it came to paſs as 
he was worſbipping in the Houſe of Niſroch his 
God, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his Sons 
ſmore him with the Sword: and they eſcaped into 
the Land of Armenia; and Eſarhaddon his 
Son reigned in his ſtead, From the words 
thus conſider'd, it will follow (as of old 
hath been told us) that juſt Government is 
God's Ordinance for Man's good ; the 
Form thereof, Man's Appointment wow 
God's 


{| Prov. 6. Sopgece (ſaith the wiſe Man) i in the Lips 


Prov. 16. Judgment. It is an abomination to Rings to 


dgment, ſcattereth away all Evil 


Ends of Government. 
am with thee, and no Man ſhall ſet on thee to 
hurt thee: For I have much People in this City. 
Moreover, no Man was ever puniſh'd for 
a good Work, as ſuch : For a good Work (ſay 
they) we ſtone thee not; but for Blaſphemy, and 
becauſe thou being a Man, makeſt thy ſelf God, 
John 10. 33. 1 | 
The higher Powers eſteeming their own 
Religion the true, and all other Religions 
falſe; tho they are ſevere in puniſhing all o- 
thers, yet *tis becauſe they are of a falſe Re- 
ligion. They ſhall put you out of the Syna- 
gogues : yea, the time cometh, that whoſoever 
killeth you, will think that he doth God ſervice. 
And theſe things will they do unto you, becauſe 
they have not known the Father nor me, John 
16. 2, 3. After the way that they call Her, 
_ (fays the Apoſtle) /o worſhip I the God of my 
Fathers, Acts 24. 14. He did not there ſuf- 
fer for worſhipping God, but for worſhipping 
him in ſuch a way as they calPd Hereſy, It 
cannot therefore follow from thence, that the 
Diſciples of Jeſus are bound to ſubmit to 
what is impos'd upon them, contrary to the 
Laws of God and Man : For where there is 
no Law there's no Tranſgreflion, and conſe- 
quently no Puniſhment, Nor was any Man, 
I dare ſay, ever put to death for an inevitable 
deficiency in Nature. No Tyrant on 
« Earth (ſays a learned Man) has been 
« puilty of ſuch undiſguis'd Injuſtice as that 
« is, which maketh a Law for the puniſh- 
ment of the Blind, becauſe they miſs their 
E 66 way.” 
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« way,” Neither can I ſee any more reaſon 
for perſecuting thoſe who act purſuant to the 
Dictates of their own Conſcience and Reaſon 
in things pertaining to God, than for puniſh- 
ing the Blind that go out of their way; be- 
cauſe Conſcience and Reaſon are of a Man's 
Eſſence and Conſtitution. And *tis as difficult 
to convince the invincibly Tgnorant that they 
are in an Error, as *tis to open the Eyes of 
the Blind. Andto conform or not conform to 
this or that Belief, is wholly above the power 
of Man: Faith ever being irreſiſtible. 

Paul, an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, was reaay 
not only to be bound, but to die for his Name : And 
he that in ſuch a Caſe would ſave his Life, de- 
ſerves to loſe it. But he's not fit to live, that 
would not as much as in him lay, defend his 
Lite againſt the illegal Attempts of his merci- 
leſs Enemies: For which purpoſe that very 
Apoſtle, who accounted not his Life dear un- 

to him, ſo that he might finiſþ his Courſe with 
Joy ; upon the bare probability of ſaving his 
Life, appeals unto Cæſar; which was all he 
could do againſt thoſe, who in his Opinion, 
would have wickedly bereav'd him of it, 
Acts 25.10, 12, Nor had he before been 
wanting to himſelf in pleading his Privilege, 
when the chief Captain Lyſias would have 
examin'd him, by ſcourging. And well 


Ads 16, might thoſe Magiſtrates be afraid of falling 
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5 under the publick Severity, for their barba- 

rous Uſage of Paul and Silas, who bravely 
_ aſſerted their Rights and Immunities, being 
Romans. | And 


Ends of Government. „* 


And what's the Practice of that great A- 
poſtle, but a Comment upon the Doctrine of 
Self. preſervation? | 

Much more then ſurely is to be ſaid for the 
whole Body of a Nation's reſiſting a Prince, 
who invades their Rights, their Liberties, 
and their Religion, than for any particular 
Perſon's Reſiſtance; © Who, faith the late 
* Dr. Sherlock, has only his own ſingle Force 
* to oppoſe againſt him.” 

And now, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe, who 
to gain the Ruler's favour, would ſacrifice to 
his Humour, the Lives, Eſtates, and Liberties 
of the People ? 

Let us therefore a little conſider, what is 
that Power of Princes which is given them of 
God, For we know, that as his Creatures 16.29.15, 
they have their Bounds and Limits, beyond 15, 20. 
which they cannot go; for God hath not de- | 
ſpoil'd himſelf of his Government, nor will 
devolve his Right upon any Man to diſpoſe 
of his Concerns. He holds the Staff in his 
own Hand, and therewith can -threſh the 
Mountains until they crumble into Duſt be- 
fore him. Now I know, faith Jethro, that the Exod. 18. 
Lord is greater than all Gods: for in the thing 
wherein they dealt proudly, he was above them. 

But for the better anſwering the Queſtion, 
we are to take notice, that God may be ſaid 
to give things two manner of ways. Some- Weem's 
imes he gives them by a general Diſpenſa- TH. 
ion and Gift : And by his Gift a Man hath © ? 
got a Right to the thing, unleſs he get it 
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confirm'd by another Right. 
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And things 


which God permits in this ſenſe, may be 


ſaid to be his Gifts: As he gave Nebuchad- 


Dan. 5. 


20, 21. 


1 Kings 


15. 27, 28, 
and 16, 2, 
7. 


Acts 13. 
22> 


nezzar Power over the Nations. But by 
this Gift Nebuchadnezzar had no right; for 
God only permitted him to tyrannize over 
them, and as I may add, puniſhed him tor 
ſo doing. 

It is faid concerning Baaſba, after he had 
ſlain his Lord and MaſterVadab, and reigned in 
his ſtead, That God raiſed him out of the Duſt, 
and mage him Prince over his People Iſrael. 
But yet Baaſba had no right to the Kingdom 
of Hrael, having no warrant from God for 
what he did; and therefore the Lord by his 
Prophet, denounceth his Judgments againſt 
him, partly becauſe he kilPd him. But when 


God confirms this firſt Gift to a Man, then he 


gives it ex bene placito, according to his good 
Pleaſure. As when he rais'd up David to be 
King of Iſrael, 1 Sam. 13. 14. and 15. 28. 
it was his good Pleaſure to give him the 
Kingdom: to whom alſo he gave Teſtimony, 
and ſaid, I have found David, the Son of Jelle, 
4 Man after my own Heart, he ſhall fulfil all my 
Wil. By which Gift David had an unqueſ- 
tionable right to the Kingdom, whatever 
might be objected againſt him by the Houſe 
of Saul. 

None therefore but the only wiſe God can 


be the Subject of univerſal Power, and unli- 
- mited Authority: Nor can any Wiſdom or 


Power, fave that which is Infinite, render 
e | any 
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Wickedneſs fall under a Power influenc'd by 


every Man is bound to defend, and he him- 
ſelf hath ſworn to obſerve and 


Ends of Government. „ 
any Man abſolute and unaccountable: For 
add to Wiſdom and Power, Malice and 
Spite, and there's not in Hell a greater Devil. 
« Power without Goodneſs, (ſays the Lord ine wil- 
« Biſhop of Salisbury) is the juſteſt Object of 220,915. 
& 3 "oy 2 2 every Man ry': — 
« is on his guard againſt Wi when 'tis er 
not guided by Juſtice. me "OY 
All the Powers therefore upon Earth be- 
« ing acted by one or other of theſe two Prin- 
* ciples; to wit, the Wiſdom that is from 
« above, or that from beneath, (the one as 
« well as the other being equally juſtify d of 
&« all her Children) are eaſily diſtinguiſh'd 
« and known by their Fruits. Wherever 
ce then we behold Injuſtice, Cruelty, and 
« preſſion, we may quickly diſcern what 
Spirit they are of, and guard againſt them 
“ accordingly.” | 
Now then, what tho we may for our 


that Wiſdom which is earthly, ſenſual, de- 
viliſh; and the baſeſt of Men, who have no 
regard to the Laws, be ſet over us ? which is 
indeed a manifeſt Token of the righteous 
Judgment of God; but yet no Argument for 
our ſubjection any longer than till God ſhall 
pleaſe to give us the means of our Delive- 
rance. For wherever a Law is enacted, the 
Will of Man is limited: And who then ſhall 
ſtand up for him againſt the Laws, which 


maintain ? 


Who 
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2 Kings 


11. 13. 


ment (ſuppoſing her in all Cauſes, Ecc 
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Who was then on Athaliah's ſide, who had 
broke through the Laws of God and Man to 
come tothe Kingdom; having,as ſhe thought, 
remov*d all Obſtacles out of her way, by the 
deſtruction of all the Seed Royal? When 
alas! all her ſeeming Rights of Sovereignty 
(equal at leaſt to thoſe Uſurpers of the Ro- 
man Empire, whom the Apoſtle tiles the 


Higher Powers) did ſuddenly vaniſh and diſ- 


appear at the ſight of the young King Joa 

with all his Guards about Tony puch 
him to be King. How little reaſon had ſhe 
to believe her Perſon to be ſacred and invio- 
lable, when Jehoiada the Prieſt commanded the 
Captains of the Hundreds, the Offiters of the 
Hoſt, and ſaid unto them, Have her forth with- 
out the Ranges; and him that followeth her, 
kill with the Sword. For the Prieſt had ſaid, 
Let her not be ſlain in the Houſe of the Lord. 

If it be ſaid that Jeboiada ſeated Joaſh on 
his Regal Throne by his Authority, who was 
rightful King both by the Title of Succeſſion, 
and God's own ſpecial appointment; *tis 
very unaccountable, that Athaliah, who was 
not inſenſible how ſlippery a hold ſhe had of 
the Crown, and how ſmall a ſhare in the 
Affections of the People, ſhould not as much 
as in her lay, by the Advice of her Council 
and help of her Miniſtry, ſtrengthen her ſelf 
in the Kingdom, and compel the High Prieſt, 
the Captains and Officers, whom ſhe had rea- 
{on to ſuſpect were diſaffected to her Govern- 
leſia- 


ſtical 
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ſtical and Civil, to be ſupreme Head and Go- 
vernour) to come into the Meaſures of the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment ; as may be preſum'd 
ſhe did, or quit their Employments. No 
ſooner then did they break through, as upon 
their Revolt they did, all the Obligations they 
were under to the Eſtabliſh'd Government; 
but they ly'd not only to Men, but to God, 


39 


by the 1 A Authority ; eſpecially if the 


High Prieſt had no Authority of his own. 
So then, that Power of Princes which is 
| hap them of God, and diſtinguiſheth them 
rom Tyrants, certainly obliges them to act for 
God, and to exerciſe their Authority for the 
Good and Safety of thoſe committed to their 
Charge: The primary intention of all true 
Government being to extol and magnify the 
Name of God, to ſuppreſs and puniſh Wicked - 
eſs and Vice, to ſupport and maintain Juſtice 
and Truth, and tocurb and reſtrain the Exor- 
bitances of Men. Whatſoever then is op 
ſite unto, and deſtructive of thoſe deſigns of 
overnment, cannot be the Ordinance of God; 


od to do wickedly, And to inculcate any 
uch Doctrine, is to make God the Author of 
in. Altho it muſt be allow'd, that no Man 
ver did, or could do wickedly, without a 
power or Ability from God, whom neverthe- 
ſs we deny to be the Author of Sin: For God 


or no Man ever yet had any Commiſſion from 


des never force or incline the Will to Sin, but 


aves it to its own evil Habits which it hath 


ntrated, P/al. 81. 12. The power of 
| Action 
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Who was then on Athaliah's ſide, who had 
broke through the Laws of God and Maa to 
come tothe Kingdom; having,as ſhe thought, 
remov*d all Obſtacles out of her way, by the 
deſtruction of all the Seed Royal? When 
alas! all her ſeeming Rights of Sovereignty 
(equal at leaſt to thoſe Uſurpers of the Ro- 
man Empire, whom the Apoſtle tiles the 
Higher Powers) did ſuddenly vaniſh and diſ- 
appear at the ſight of the young King Joaſb 
with all his Guards about him, proclaiming 
him to be King. How little reaſon had ſhe 
to believe her Perſon to be ſacred and invio- 
lable, when Jehoiada the Prieſt commanded the 
Captains of the Hundreds, the Officers of the 
Hoſt, and ſaid unto them, Have her forth with- 
out the Ranges; and him that followeth her, 
kill with the Sword. For the Prieſt had ſaid, © 
Let her not be ſlain in the Houſe of the Lord. 

If it be ſaid that Jeboiada ſeated Joaſh on 
his Regal Throne by his Authority, who was 
rightful King both by the Title of Succeſſion, 
and God's own ſpecial appointment; 'tis 
very unaccountable, that Athaliah, who was 
not inſenſible how ſlippery a hold ſhe had of 
the Crown, and how ſmall a ſhare in the 
Affections of the People, ſhould not as much 
as in her lay, by the Advice of her Council, 
and help of her Miniſtry, ſtrengthen her ſelf 
in-the Kingdom, and compel the High Prieſt, 
the Captains and Officers, whom ſhe had rea- 
{on to ſuſpect were diſaffected to her Govern- 
ment (ſuppoſing her in all Cauſes, m—_— 
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ſtical and Civil, to be ſupreme Head and Go- 
vernour) to come into the Meaſures of the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment ; as may be preſum'd 
ſhe did, or quit their Employments. No 
ſooner then did they break through, as upon 
their Revolt they did, all the Obligations they 
were under to the Eſtabliſh'd Government; 
but they ly*'d not only to Men, but to God, 


by the King's Authority ; eſpecially if the 


High Prieſt had no Authority of his own. 
So then, that Power of Princes which is 
hay them of God, and diſtinguiſheth them 
rom Tyrants, certainly obliges them to act for 
God, and to exerciſe their Authority for the 
Good and Safety of thoſe committed to their 
Charge: The primary intention of all true 
Government being to extol and magnify the 
Name of God, to ſuppreſs and puniſh Wicked- 


neſs and Vice, to ſupport and maintain Juſtice - 


and Truth, and tocurb and reſtrain the Exor- 
bitances of Men. Whatſoever then is op 

ſite unto, and deſtruftive of thoſe deſigus of 
Government, cannot be the Ordinance of God 
for no Man ever yet had any Commiſſion from 
God to do wickedly. And to inculcate any 
ſuch Doctrine, is to make God the Author of 
Sin. Altho it muſt be allow'd, that no Man 
ever did, or could do wickedly, without a 
Power or Ability from God, whom neverthe- 
leſs we deny to be the Author of Sin : For God 
Joes never force or incline the Will to Sin, but 
leaves it to its own evil Habits which it hath 


ontracted, P/al. 81. 12, The power of 
N Action 
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Action (tis true) is from God, but the vici - 
ouſneſs of that Action is from our own Na- 
tures. All the Corruption in the World ari- 
ſeth from Luft in us, not from the Object, 
which God in his Providence preſents to us, 
2 Pet. 1. 4. Tis therefore a true Rule in Di- 
vinity, Diabolus Pater & Concupiſcentia Mater 
peccati; The Devil is the Father, but our Cor- 
ruption is the Mother of Sin. Moreover, God 
ſupports the Faculties wherewith a Man ſin- 
neth, and ſupports a Man in that Act where- 


in he ſinneth (or elſe he ſhould die in the very 


Act.) But God (ſays a learned Man) concurs 
not in the leaſt to the ſinfulneſs of that Act: 
For no Sin doth properly oonſiſt in the Act it 


ſelf, but in the deficiency of that Act from the 


Rule. No Action wherein there is Sin, but 
may be done as an Action, tho not as an irre- 


gular Action: killing a Man is not in it ſelf 


unlawful ; for then no Man ſhould execute a 
MalefaQtor for murdering another, and Juftice 


would ceaſe in the World. Man alſo muſt 


diveſt himſelf of all thoughts of preſerving his 
Life againſt an Invader : But to kill a Man 
without juſt Cauſe, without Authority, with- 
out Rule, is unlawful. As the Power and Act 
of Seeing is communicated to the Eye by the 
Soul, but the Seeing doubly or dimly is from 
the viciouſneſs of the Organ, the Eye. 

Here then we ſee whar little reaſon the 
mighty Oppreſſors of Mankind have to boaſt 
themſelves of a Power from God for their 
barbarous Uſage of Men: For tho God may 


ſupport 
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God's Approbation; the End thereof, Man's 
Felicity and God's Glory, 

That Magiſtracy ordain'd of God for 
the Defence of the Innocent, and the Ter- 
ror of Evil-doers, is of abſolute Neceſſity, 
will plainly appear, if we conſider, that 

an by nature free, was brought under 
Subjection, and became ſervile by the Guilt 
and Pollution of Sin: For had not Man 
ſinned, there had been no need of Magiſtra- 
Cy. The eternal Law written in every 
Man's Heart had been every Man's Guide ; 
but Sin having uſher'd in Subjection, Pride, 
and Ambition, productive of Cruelty and 
Oppreſſion, laid Men under a neceſſity of 
forming themſelves into Societies, for the 


better conſulting their own Safety, and pre- 


venting their publick Ruin and Deſolation. 
To this end it was highly requiſite, that 
ſome ſhould have Power to reſtrain by Force, 
the violation of Right, executing Juſtice 
on them that did Wrong, Hence one End 
of Society is Preſervation, that Men might 
not ruin one another, But as to this or 
the other particular Form of Government, 
it is diſcretionary ; and therein an Eye is 
principally to be had to the Glory of God, 
the Good and Welfare of the People. 
So then no Man can reaſonably be ſup- 
d to have dominion over another, that 
ath no dependence upon him, nor expec- 


tation from him. No Law can any * 
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be in force, than the Reaſon whereon it is 
founded laſts. One reaſon 'of 'this Apoſto- 
lical Injunction, Let every Soul be fabject to 

the higher Powers, is plainly this, That he is 

the Miniſter of God to "thee for good, Now 
if Rulers be Terrors to good Works, and 
fruſtrate all the Ends of Government ; 
and thoſe very Laws inſtituted at firft, and 
freely aſſented unto and chofen by our An- 
ceſtors, for the Preſervation of themſelves 
and us their Deſcendants, in our Perſons, 

Libertics and Eſtates; inſtead of protecting þ 

us, be made the Inſtruments of taking from 2. 

us all we have; as may very often hap- at 

pen, if Kings be the only Interpreters of th 
them: what reaſon can there be affign'd 
in ſuch a caſe for our Subjection? *Tis 
owing to this ſlaviſh Principle of Deſpo- 
tick Abſoluteneſs, that ſo many once flou- ig 
riſhing Nations have been prey'd upon by | rit 
brutiſh Cormorants; who eat up their Peo- oh 

ple as they eat Bread. W 

Wherefore he that ruleth over Men muſt of 
be juſt, ruling in the fear of God; other- 
wiſe the reaſon of our Subjection ceaſeth. 

Not that I think every Act of Injuſtice, 

Cruelty, and Oppreſſion, will denominate 

a Man a wicked Ruler, or juſtify a forci- 

ble Reſiſtance; becauſe that might prove 

deſtructive of the Commonwealth. Bur | 

when once a Prince with haughty Arro- þ 

gance, {hall preſume to ſay, Who i. * 

Hat 
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that I ſhould obey him? and proclaims by 
horrid acts of Wickedneſs, his Intention to 
overthrow both our Religion and our Laws; 
"tis time for us to ſay, Mie will not that this 
Man reign over us. It is not the bare Ti- 
tle of a King, but the Power wherewith 
he is inveſted, and the due Execution of 
that Power, that renders his Perſon Sacred 
and Inviolable. No Power can exempt a 
Prince from the Obligation to the eternal 
Laws of God and Nature, on which all 


the w ® © 5 © 
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g human Laws depend, or otherwiſe are void 
N and ineffectual. He therefore that goes 
about to ſubvert the Laws and undermine 
f I the Conſticution, ceaſes to be what he was 


before, and like Sampſon, becomes weak as 
another Man. 
The Law of Nature being the reſult of 
- Jiofinite Wiſdom, is enacted by the Autho- 
y rity of the Supreme Being, enjoining its 
»- obſervance to all Mankind. Likewiſe the 
Word of God being the moral Inſtrument 
ſt of his Government, the authoritative De- 
—ſignation of his Will, and the preſcription 
n. of our Duty, the Rule of God's Govern- 
e, ment here and of his Judgment hereafter, 
© Fobliges all Men within its Circle to yield 
i- Obedience thereunto. Nor is the Chriſtian 
e Religion variable according to the Will of 
It Man, but grounded upon an unchangeable 
and eternal Truth; and doth indiſpenſibly 
'4 pind every Soul, High and Low, to one 
C 2 Divine 
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be in force, than the Reaſon whereon it is 
founded laſts. One reaſon of this Apoſto- 
lical Injunction, Let every Soul be fabject to 
the higher Powers, is plainly this, That he is 
the Miniſter of God to thee for good, Now 


if Rulers be Terrors to good Works, and 


fruſtrate all the Ends of Government ; 
and thoſe very Laws inſtituted at firft, and 
freely aſſented unto and chofen by our An- 
ceſtors, for the Preſervation of themſelves 
and us their Deſcendants, in our Perſons, 


Liberties and Eſtates; inſtead of protecting 


us, be made the Inſtruments of taking from 
us all we have; as may very often hap- 
pen, if Kings be the only Interpreters of 
them: what reaſon can there be affign'd 
in ſuch a caſe for our Subjection? *Tis 
owing to this ſlaviſh Principle of Deſpo- 


tick Abſoluteneſs, that ſo many once flou- 


ble Reſiſtance; becauſe that might 


Tiſhing Nations have been prey'd upon by 
brutiſh Cormorants; who eat up their Peo- 


ple as they eat Bread. 

Wherefore he that ruleth over Men muſt 
be juſt, ruling in the fear of God; other- 
wile the reaſon of our Subjection ceaſeth. 
Not that I think every Act of 'Injuſtice, 
Cruelty, and Oppreſſion, will denominate 
a Man a wicked Ruler, or juſtify a forci- 
prove 
deſtructive of the Commonwealth. But 


when once a Prince with haughty Arro- 


gance, ſhall preſume to ſay, Who i- a 
that 
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that I ſhould obey him? and proclaims by 
horrid acts of Wickedneſs, his Intention to 
overthrow both our Religion and our Laws ; 
tis time for us to ſay, Me will not that this 
Man reign over us. It is not the bare Ti- 
tle of a King, but the Power wherewith 
he is inveſted, and the due Execution of 
that Power, that renders his Perſon Sacred 
and Inviolable. No Power can exempt a 
Prince from the Obligation to the eternal 
Laws of God and Nature, on which all 
human Laws depend, or otherwiſe are void 


and ineffectual. He therefore that goes 


about to ſubvert the Laws and undermine 
the Conſticution, ceaſes to be what he was 
before, and like Sampſon, becomes weak as 
another Man. 

The Law of Nature being the reſult of 
infinite Wiſdom, is enated by the Autho- 
rity of the Supreme Being, enjoining its 
obſervance to all Mankind. Likewiſe the 
Word of God being the moral iaftrumenc 
of his Government, the authoritative De- 
ſignation of his Will, and the preſcription 
of our Duty, the Rule of God's Govern- 
ment here and of his Judgment hereafter, 
obliges all Men within its Circle to yield 
Obedience thereunto. Nor is the Chriſtian 
Religion variable according to the Will of 
Man, but grounded upon an unchangeable 
and eternal Truth; and doth indiſpenſibly 
bind every Soul, High and Low, to one 
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Divine Law and Rule, perpetual and unal- 
terable; to wit, that of moral Righteouſ- 
neſs : which being the Impreſs of the E- 
ternal Nature, or God's own Likeneſs 
ſtampt upon Man, the Reaſon of it muſt 
be eternal and the Foundation inviolable ; 
and ſo Man cannot diſpenſe with it, with- 
out putting a Contempt upon God him- 
ſelf. Take away this Image from Man, 
and you leave him nothing but the Shape | 
of a Man, Mali deſinunt eſſe quod fuerant, 
ſed fuiſſe homines aahuc ipſa humani corporis | 
ſpecies oftentat , That the bodily Features | 
and Proportior's of ſuch a one as is vicious | 
(faith Boethius) do ſhew he hath been, not 
that he is a Man. 
The giving forth of the Moral Law is a | 
repetition of what God had before enſtampt | | 
upon the Soul of Man, and written on his || 
very Being. For the Moral Law was 
founded on the Light of Nature; and after-| 
wards publiſh'd to the World, "becauſe al- N 
moſt worn out of the Souls of Men, who! 
were degenerate, and become worſe than 
the Beaſts that periſh. N 
This Righteouſneſs, as it is God's Image, 
is Man's Eſſence. Iis Man's Eſſence, as 
Man is the Subject; not of natural Philoſo- 
phy, but of Divinity. And as nothing 
can be true which is inconſiſtent with this 
Stamp God has put upon us, ſo muſt Ma 
be made a- new, 'beſore he can be abſolve: 


r 
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from the very Eſſence of his Soul. Fleſh 
and Spirit are the conſtituent - Parts of a. 
Man ; and be he ever ſo wicked, he may till 
retain the outward Shape and Figure of a 
Man, when he has loſt the Life of his 
Soul, and is dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 
Moreover, this Righteouſneſs is not onl 

God's Image and Man's Eſſence, but 'tis 
alſo the Life and Soul of the World, the 
Safety of the Community and every Indi- 
vidual thereof. It is the Foundation of all 
true Government, and therefore not to be 
diſpens'd with, without, as it were, killing 


God in Effigy, or making him Felo de ſe, 


Nor can any branch of this Righteouſneſs 
be diſpens'd with, without diſſolving the 
very Ratio or Norma vivendi, and break- 
ing up all Commerce betwixt Man and 
Man. No Circumſtance of Life can alter 
it. There is no diſtinction throughout all 
Nature more real and eſſential, than that 


of Good and Evil, morally conſider d. Every 


appearance and coming forth of God into 
the World, hath been a Teſtimony to this 
diſtinction: Gen. 3. 15. And] will put En- 
mity between thee and the Woman, and be- 
tween thy Seed and her Seed, Which words 
aſſert the irreconcilableneſs of Good and 
Evil. To take away this diſtinction, is to 
take away the difference betwixt Night and 
Day. It is to ſend the World back into 
its firſt Confuſion, from whence it aroſe 


by 
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by the Power of Omnipotency. Here God 


gives a Teſtimony to this diſtinction of 
Good and Evil, by Precepts and Promiſes, 
Rewards and Puniſhments. When Chriſt 
came in his own Perſon into the World, 
intro our Nature, he came not to deſtroy, 


bur to: fulfil all Righteoufaeſs, both Moral 


and Ceremonial, which he did in Doctrine 
and Example. It is altogether impoſſible 
for a Man to be abfolv'd from the Duties 
he owes to God, himſelf, and this World: 
All which are included in this Righteouſ- 
nefs. God himſelf cannot abſolve us from 
the Duty we owe him in this reſpect, be- 
cauſe it is not an act of Power, but of Weak. 


neſs and Impotency ; which is inconſiſtent 


with his Deity. Nor can God's Vicege- 
rents here below, who have no Commiſ- 
ſon from God for an unrighteous Action, 
be abſolv'd from, nor difpenſe with this 
Rule of Righteouſneſs, No Soul can really 
believe himſelf abſolv'd from this Moral 
Righteouſneſs : For how can he believe that 
that God on whom he depends, ſhould diſ- 

nſe with his not living, and giving up 
himfelf co him, to believe his Truth, fear 
his Power, love him, and center his Soul 


upon him, as the higheſt and unalterable 


Good; to aſcribe all Glory to him, to o- 


bey his Will, and converſe with him as the 


Parent of his Being, and Father of Spirits? 
How can we 1a reaſon believe, yr — 
| oul 
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ſhould diſpenſe with us, in reſpect of our 
Duty to others, whilſt that Royal Law, 
of doing as we would be done by, is in 
force? And as to our ſelves, we are bound 
to live in all Chaſtity, Temperance, and 
Sobriety. Theſe are all publiſtd in our 
very Beings, and we muſt firſt eeaſe to be, 
before we can think to be exempted from 
them. 

If then God hath with our Beings given 
us a Law ſanction'd with Rewards and 
Puniſhments, who fhall difannul it? And 
if all Perſons without exception, be to ob- 
ſerve God's Law, no diſpenfation ſurely 
can be allow'd againſt God's expreſs Com- 
mand. | 

What then are all thoſe fulſome Opini- 
ons, which have been vented with ſo much 
Heat and Paſſion againſt the Laws of God 
and Nature, againſt the beſt and only true 
Religion in the World, which is Chriſtia- 
nity; but as ſtinking Vapours, malignant 
Steams, noxious to human Society, .and de- 
ſtructive of the Commonwealth? For if 
God himſelf (as hath been ſaid) can do no 
wrong, nor ceaſe to be Juſt without cea- 
ſing to be God; how can wicked Princes 
attempting the ſubverſion of our funda- 
mental Laws and Liberties, and utter ex- 
tirpation of Reveal'd Religion, ſo highly in- 
jurious -both to God and Man, but ceaſe 
to be God's Vicegerents, W331 
their 
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their pretending to a Power that is abſolute 
and without controul ? 
It was-a ſharp Rebuke of the inſolency 
of Pilate, who vaunted himſelf that he had 
Power to crucify and Power to releaſe our 


Bleſſed Lord, when he was told, John 19. 


11. He could have no Power againſt him, ex- 


cept it were given him of God, But God 
never yet clothed any Man with ſuch ab- 


ſolute and unlimited Authority, as to ac- 


quit the Guilty and condemn the Juſt. FH? 


that juſtifieth the Wicked, and he that con- 


Aemneth the Juſt, they both are an abomina- 
tion unto the Lord, Prov. 17. 15. And 
therefore he could have no ſuch Power or 
Authority given him of God. 

But could not (ſay they) our Saviour 


have reſcu'd himſelf, and deftroy'd him, | 
and all his falſe Accuſers; and = ſubmits, | 


owning that Power to be of God 
Anſw. Our Saviour openly acknowledges 
his Kingdom was not of this World, elſe, 


ſays he, would my Servants fight, that I ſhould | 


uot be deliver d to the Jews, Which plainly 
imports, at leaſt in things human and mere- 
ly temporal, that Force might be repell'd 
by Force. And Chriſtian Princes are as 
much bound by Evangelical Precepts, as 
Heathen Kings were by the Law of Na- 
ture. And that Divine Precept ſeems to be 
grounded on the Law of Nature, Namb. 
25. 17, 18, Vex the Midianites, and ſmite 


them, 
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> | them, for they ve you with their Wiles, where- 
with they have beguiled you, &c. Further. 
more, What tho our Lord's Kingdom was 
not of this World? yet all the Kingdoms 
of the World are ia his Hands, and to be 
diſpos'd of at his pleaſure, who hath all 
Power in Heaven — Earth. And it would 
1 | be hard indeed, if Chriſtians only ſhould 
be debar'd their human Rights and Liber. 
ties; except they imagine, that aſſoon as 
Men become Chriſtians, they ceaſe to be 
4 


Men. The Heaven, even the Heavens are Pal. 115. 
the Lord's; but the Earth (faith the Pſalmift) *** 
bath he given to the Children of Men. Yea, 

r | the Profit of the Earth (faith the wife Man) Eeccleſ. 3. 
1 for all, And therefore it muſt be al.“ 

r | low'd, that every Man has a right to de- 

?, | fend his own Property, unleſs by a Prin- 

s, ciple in Nature they will deprive him of 
the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life. 

And *tis odds in ſuch a Caſe, but Nature 

e, | might be apt to rebel againſt Principle, 

a | Again, had our Lord exerted his Al- 

ly | mighty Power, in reſcuing himſelf out of 

e- the hands of his Enemies, which he could 

'd Feafily have done, had it been conſiſtent 

as with his Deſign of coming into the World; 

as what then had become of all thoſe Pro- If. 53. 

a= phecies relating to the great Tranſaction of 

de Four Redemption ? 
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Wherefore that of our Lord's being an | 
unparallel'd Caſe, peculiar to himſelf, who | 
came to give his Life a Ranſom for many, 1s | 
applicable to none beſides; and that be- | 


cauſe there is no parity of reaſon for it 


now. For what tho Pilate offer'd ſo much | 
Violence to his own Conſcience, as even | 
againſt its full Conviction, to deliver up | 
the Innocent and Holy Jeſus to be cruci- | 


fied; and after that put a fatal period to his 
own ignominious Life : muſt it needs follow, 


that Kings, or thoſe deputed by them, have | 


an uncontroulable Power over the Lives of 
Men? or that Men are bound to ſubmit 
to thoſe who have no ſuch Power, but 
act directly contrary to the Laws of God 
and Man? I appeal to the Judgment of 
that venerable Body, the Clergy of London 
and Weſtminſter, whether they thought our 
bleſſed Lord who ſubmitted to that unjuſt 
Sentence, Matth. 27. 23, 24, 26. Luke 23. 


22, 24. did therein ſet them an Example, 


that they ſhould follow his Steps? Or 
whether it was unlawful for any Man, or 
Combination of Men, upon any Pretence 
whatſoever, to take Arms againſt the King, 
when they in their Addreſs to Her Ma- 
jelty, ſeem'd to glory in this; That once 
they vigorouſly withſtood Popery and Ar- 
bitrary Power, when they were breaking 
in upon our Conſtitution ; and openly de- 
Car'd, they would not fail to maniteſt an 

equal 
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equal Zeal againſt them, whenever, and by 
what means ſoever they ſhould meditate 
a return? 


Dare then any of theſe Prerogative-Plea- 


ders affirm, that Herod and his Men of War 
had any Commiſſion from God to inſult 
and ſet at nought the Lord of Glory? 
« Doubtleſs, as a great Man hath well ob- 
4 ſerv'd, it was the Jews Malice, the Ro- Ads 4. 


« man Cruelty, and Judas his Treaſon, that 27, 28. 


4 conſpicuouſly brought to paſs the great 


“ Counſel of God, in the Death and Suf- 
te ferings of our Saviour.” But to charge 
upon God, and to make him patronize 
their Villanies, is horrid Blaſphemy, not- 
withſtanding all thoſe Benefits which might 
redound to Men, through the Death of him, 
who in the „ aa of God, was the 
Lamb ſlain from before the Foundation of the 
World. So that whatever Good might be 
conſequent upon ſuch an evil Act as that 
of the murder of Chriſt was (for no good 
could naturally flow from it, there being 
no Connexion between Good and Evil) 
or whatever gracious Purpoſes and De- 
fgns, God (who never yet did, or ſuffer'd 
to be done any one Act but what was the 
reſult of infinite Wiſdom) might have to 
bring aboutxthe Wickedneſs of Men; For N Gy 
God only can bring Good out of Evil, Acts 
13. 27, Where they ſhamefully bewray'd 
their own Ignorance, but yet fulfilPd the 

| D 2 Voices 
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Voices of the Prophets which were read | 
every Sabbath- day: Vet did not that ſo far | 
extenuate their Wickedneſs, but that *tis | 
charg'd home upon them; Acts, 2. 23. 
Fim, being deliver'd by the determined Coun- 


fel and Fore-nomledg of God, ye have taken, | 


and by wicked Hands have crucify d: and ſlain. | 
Te ſtiff-neck'd and uncircamcis'd in Heart | 
and Ears, (faith St. Stephen) ye do always re- 
ſiſt the Holy Ghoſt; (which is the higheſt 
Act of Wickedneſs) as your Fathers did, 
fo do ye. Which of the Prophets have not 


Jour Fathers perſecuted? And they have ſlain 


them, which ſhewed before of the coming of 
the juſt one; of whom ye have been nom the 
betrayers and murderers, Acts 7. 51, 52. 
The Scribes and Phariſees, and Rulers 
of the Jews, did nothing but what was ac- 
cording to the determinate Counſel and 
Purpole of God ; but they were barbarous 
Murderers for all that; for they did not 
ut him to death to ſerve the Purpoſe and 
cree of God, but many of them at leaſt 
did it to ſatisfy their own Spight and Re- 
venge. Nor did our Lord himſelt ever own 
any Power they had over him, but what 
he gave them, Nay, even that very mo- 
ment before the Hour was come, in which 
he was pleas'd to reſign himſelf, he in his 
holy Indignation ſtruck them down to the 
Ground that were ſent to apprehend him. 
7 Neithe: 


with God, 2 Chron. 19. 7. 
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Neither ſuffer' d he them to touch any of John 7. 
his Diſciples, but commanded that they ;,; 3** . 
ſhould let them go. 410,18. 

In ſhort therefore, herein lay the ama- 4 18. 6, 
zing Condeſcenſion of our Lord, in that he | 
ſuffer'd himſelf to be bound and deliver*d 
to Pilate, in order to lay down his Life | 
for us. And therein was Sampſon, who judg. 15. 
judged 1/7ael twenty Years, an eminent 1,13. 

pe of him; in that he ſuffer'd himſelf 
to be bound by the 1/raelites, and expos'd 
to the Philiſtines ; that he might reſcue the 
People out of the hands of their Enemies. 
A truly noble and generous Act indeed! 
but yet no Pattern for Princes. Nor doth 
his Example any more bind them to Imi- 
tation, than that of our Lord's bound Men 
to be ſubject to the Will of their Prince, 
without any regard to the Laws of the 
Nation, 

Hence I think it is plain, that theſe and 
ſuch-like ſpecial Diſpenſations ſtretch not 
beyond their own particulars; and that no 
Man hath Authority from God to injure 
another, any more than another hath to in- 
jure him; we are all in this reſpect on equal 
Terms: And there is ub reſpect of Perſons 


« Every Man therefore has a right to Poli. 4- 
„ preſerve himſelf, his Rights and Privi- Ther. p. 7. 
“ leges againſt him who has no Authority 


© to invade them. Nor is what has been 
| | '__— 
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& ſaid in the leaſt derogatory to the Doc- 
&« trine of Paſſive Obedience and Non- 


« Reſiſtance; becauſe *tis allow'd, that 


% where Men cannot conform unto, they 
« muſt ſuffer the Law.” 


Ay, but ſay they, this is thank-worthy, if 
a Man for Conſcience towards God, endure 
Grief, ſuffering wrongfully. - 

Anſw. This is ſpoken of an hired Servant, 
in the relation he ſtood to Heathen Maſ- 
ters ; which is different from that relation of 
Prince and Subjects, and fo falls not directly 
under our Conſideration, Yet doubtleſs a 
Man may ſuffer wrongully before God (as 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf did) tho legally in 


the ſight of Men. We have 4 Lam, ſay the 


chief Priefts and Elders, and by our Law he 
ought to die; becauſe he made himſelf the Son of 
Goa, John 19. 7. And accordingly, after that 
Caiaphas had adjur'd him to tell whether he 
were the Chriſt the Son of God, and he had 
told them he was; they adjudg'd him guilty 


of death for his Blaſphemy, as they accoun- 


ted it, Mat. 26. 6 5, 66. Luke 22. 70, 71. But 
leſt Pilate ſhould not put him to death for 
that, For he knew that for Exvy they had deli- 
ver d him, Matth. 27. 18. and ſince they 
themſelves could not, as they confeſs, John 
18. 31. they reſolve to accuſe him of Treaſon 
and Sedition, that ſo he might ſeem to die by 
a legal Proceſs and colour of Law ; as ap- 
pears John 18. 30. and 19, 12, Whereupon 

| Pilate, 
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Pilate, as has been ſaid, againſt the full Con- 
viction of his own Conſcience, deliver'd him 
up at laſt to be cruciſy de. 

Object. Here, ſay they, theſe very Scrip- 
tures cited by them, turn upon them. Where 
in *cis undeniably plain, that even Innocency 
it ſelf was no ProteCtion then from Suffering. 


Nor is there any Age but what hath ſince 


produc'd ſeveral Inftances of oppreſs'd Inno- 
cence. And yet our bleſſed Lord by his Ex- 
ample inſtructs and animates his Diſciples in 
their Duty to God, in deſpite of Suffering ; 
and leaves no room for their eſcape by a 
forcible Reſiſtance. | 
Anſw. Doubtleſs tis better if the Will of God 
be ſo, that we ſuffer for well-doing, than for 
evil-doing, 1 Pet. 3. 17. But it is not always 
the Will of God that we ſhould ſuſter for 
well-doing; as will appear, Firſt, By our 
Lord's miraculous eſcape out of che Hands of 
his Enemies, and his reſtraints laid upon 
them: As when they /:d him to the brow of 
the Hill, whereon their City was built, that they 
might caſt him down headlong, he paſſing 
through the midſt of them, went his way, A- 
gain „There was a diviſion among the People 
ecauſe of him: And ſome of them would have 
taken him, but no Man laid hanas on him, Then 
came the Officers to the chief Prieſts and Pha- 
riſees, and they ſaid unto them, Why have ye 
not brought him? A good reaſon why, be- 
cauſe he would not let them. Such was their 
| Conviction 
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Conviction from what they had heard him 


ſay, that they cry out, Never Man ſpake like 
this Man. And John 10.31, 32. Many good 


Wor ks, ſays our Lord, have ena you from 


my Father ; for which of thoſe Works do you 
ſtone me? Where tis obſervable, that he 
takes the Will for the Deed, but ſuffers them 
not to caſt a Stone at him, ver. 39. Second- 
h, By his ſevere Reproof of the Officer that 
ftruck him with the Palm of his Hand, John 
18. 22, 23. If I have ſpoken evil, bear wit- 
neſs of the evil; bat if well, why ſmiteſt thou 
me; Here our Lord gives place unto Wrath, 
that the Inſolency of the Offender might ſtand 
upon Record throughout all ſucceeding Ages 
and Generations. Thirdly, By his mighty 
Deliverance of ſome of his Diſciples ſhut up 
in Priſon : Acts 12. 11. And when Peter was 
come to himſelf, he ſaid, Now I know of 4 


ſurety, that the Lord hath ſent his Angel, and 


hath deliver d me out of the Hand of Herod, and 
from all the ExpefFation of the People of the 
Jews. And Acts 16. 26. Suddenly there was 


a great Earthquake, ſo that the Foundations of 
the Priſon were ſhaken : and immediately all 


the Doors were open d, and every one's Bands 


were looſed, And when it was day, the Ma- 


giſtrates ſent the Serjeants, ſaying, Let thoſe 
Men (meaning Paul and Silas) go. Fourth. 
ly, By what our Lord faid to Paul in the 
Night by a Viſion, As 18. 9, 10. Be not 4 
fraid, but ſpeak, and hold not thy Peace : for I 
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ſupport them, yet he concurs not with them 
in their Wickedneſs. God may be ſaid to ſend 
a wicked Man, or a wicked Spirit of an er- 
rand, when he permits him to purſue his own 
evil Inclinations; as he did that evil Spirit, 
1 Kings 22. 22, 28, 37. who ſeem'd to have 
a Commiſſion (tho he had none from God) to 


be a lying Spirit in the Mouth of Ahab's Pro- 


phets. Ahab therefore faild in his Expedition, 


and died for his Credulity, whilſt he rejected 
the Word of the Lord in the Mouth of the 
Prophet Micaiah. Nor bad Shimei any more 
Authority from God for curſing of Davia,than 
David himſelf had for numbering the People; 
which was none at all: 2 Sam. 16. 10, 11. 
and 24. 1. compar'd with 1 Kings 2. 9. 
1 Chron. 21. 1. 

All the Power therefore an Uſurper. bath, 
ſeems to devolve upon him from that height 


of Wickedneſs in thoſe he tyrannizeth over. 


But no ſooner do the People ceaſe to do evil, 
and learn to do well, but the Tyrant begins 
to make his Exit, Then the Cries of the Op- 
preſſed ſuddenly ſhake his Throne, and cauſe 
the tottering Crown at laſt to fall from off 
his Head. 

Hence we learn, that tho God be the effi- 
cient, Sin is the procuring, and Men are very 
often the inſtrumental Cauſe of all his Peo- 
ple's ſufferings. Why crieſt thou for thine Af- 
flition ? faith the Prophet, Jer. 30. 15, and 
40. 2, 3. Thy Sorrow is incurable for the mul- 
titude of thine Iniquity : Becauſe thy Sins were 
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increaſed, I have done theſe things unto thee, 
Yet God compaſſionates their Caſe, and threa- 

tens deſtruction to their Enemies, P/al. 81. 
13, 14. 4. 10. 24, 25. 

It was certainly the Wickedneſs of the new 
Generation that enkindled the Anger of the 
Lord againſt the Iſraelites : And he deliver d 
them into the Hands of Spoilers that ſpoiled 
them, and fold them into the Hands of their 
Enemies round about; ſo that they could not any 
longer ſtand before them, Judges 2. 14. Ne- 
vertheleſs the Lord, in their diſtreſs, rais'd them 
up Juoges, which deliver'd them out of the 

Hands of them that ſpoiled them, ver. 15, 16, 
17. And after that God for their Wickedneſs 
had fold them into the Hands of Chuſhan- 
riſhathaim, Ming of Meſopotamia ; they cried 
unto the Lord, and he raiſed them up a Delive- 
rer, even Othniel, the Son of Kenaz, Caleb's 
younger Brother : And the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him, and he judged Iſrael, and went 
out to War; and the Lord deliver d Chuſhan- 
riſhathaim into his hand, Judges 3.9. 

Ana the Chilaren of Iſrael did evil again in 
the fight of the Lord; and the Lord firengthen'd 
Eg on King of Moab, againſt them: but when 
they cryd unto the Lord, he raiſed them up E- 
hud ; who made him a Dagger, and thruſt it 
into the Belly of the bulky Tyrant, who im- 
mediately periſh'd in his own Dung, Judges 
3: 14, 15. | 

Theſe, among many other Deliverances, 


the Lord wrought for them: For it repented 
| the 
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the Lord becauſe of their groanings, by reaſon 
of them that oppreſſed and vexed them, Judges 
2. 18, and 10. 16. | 
But theſe things were written rather for 
the Admonition of Princes, than for their 
Subjects imitation. For ſhould any Man, 
after the Example of Ehud (who was ex- 
traordinarily call'd of God) attempt the Lite 
of his Sovereign, under the pretence of a 
Divine Inſtinct; might he not juſtly be ſuſ- 
pected as one inſtigated by the Devil, rather 
than warranted by God to commit ſuch 
Wickedneſs ? For ſince the ſhutting up the 
Canon of Scripture, the Rule is compleat ; to 
which nothing is to be added, and from 
which nothing is to be taken away. So that 
we cannot now expect that God, either by 
Prophecies, Dreams, or Viſions, immediate 
Inſpiration, or Voice from Heaven, ſhould 
intimate to us, or dictate any thing directly 
contrary to the Sacred Canon : Which no 
more juſtifies a Parricide, than an Oppreſſor. 
Nor can we thence any more infer, that 
wicked Princes muſt be diſpens'd withal, 
and not be call'd to an account, tho they 
ſhould ſhed the Blood of their innocent Peo- Gen. g. 5, 
ple ; or that the moſt implacable Enemy of the 
Conſtitution, under the name of the Supreme 
Civil Magiſtrate, really deſigning and en- 
deavouring its ſubverſion, may not be re- 
ſiſted ; than that deſperate T raitors, that im- 
brue their hands in the Blood of their So- 
yereign, ſhould go unpuniſh'd: or that 
F 2 thoſe 
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thoſe Conſpirators were not juſtly requited 
by the People of the Land, who flew them 
that had ſlain King Amon, and ſet ap Joſiah 
in his ſtead, 2 Chron. 33. 24, 25. | 

Had the 1/7ae/ites couch'd under their Bur- 


dens, and tamely born the Yoke of their Op- 


preſſors; had Prayers and Tears been then 
their only Refuge, whence had their Deli - 
verance come? Or ſhould they have ſlight- 
ed the Means of their Recovery, would it 
not have been a tempting, yea a downright 
mocking of God, to cry to him as they did 
for Deliverance? And therefore we find 
that no ſooner had Ehad ſlain Eglon, but he 
blew a Trumpet, and rais'd the Country; 
who went down after him, and flew of Moab 
about ten thouſand Men. So Moab was ſub- 
aged that day under the hand of Iſrael, Judges 
3. 27, 28, 29. 

Ina word, when Kings turn Tyrants, abjure 
their Reaſon, and aſpire after univerſal Em- 
pire, trampling under foot the Laws of God 
and Man; What reaſon can be alledg'd, why 
they ſhould not be depos d by their People, 
and abjur'd? | 

Now that we may take a ſhort View of 
the ſeveral Forms of Government, and dif- 
ferent Adminiſtrations mention'd in the ſa- 


Gen. 1. 25. cred Volumes; let us conſider, that God 
Coloſ. 3. who made the World and all the things 
Epbeſ. 4. therein, at laſt created Man (for whom thoſe 


21. 


things were made) after his own Image, in 
Knowiedg, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs, with 
| Domi- 
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Dominion over the Creatures. The word Gen. 1. 28. 


Adam put for Man in the Hebrew, ſtanding 
for the whole Species of Mankind, Gen. g. 
6. and comprehending both Male and Fe- 
male, Gen. 5. 2, not in one Perſon, but-ſe- 
verally, Mat. 19. 4. it is therefore faid, Let 
them (the Image of God being equally com- 
municated to them both) have Dominion over 
the Creatares, not over the reſt of Mankind. 
But fay ſome, altho there be no mention 
of Dominion among Mankind over one ano- 
ther; yet is it not improbable but that there 
might be ſome ſort of Dominion and Subjec- 
tion among Men, had Man never ſinned : for 
Man's Eſtate before the Fall, was no better than 
that of Angels; but among the Angels ſome 
are ſuperiour, and ſome inferiour; tor there 
are divers degrees among them, Coloſ. f. 16. 
Anſw. The Eſtate of Man before the Fall, 
being different from that of Angels; it is 
but bare conjecture, the Scripture being ſi- 
lent what their Eſtate in that reſpect might 
be. But no ſooner had the Woman ſinned, 
but ſhe's enjoin'd Subjection to her Husband, 
Gen. 3. 16. Some would here perſuade us, 
that Adam had not only an abſolute Domi- 
nion over his Wife, but over all Mankiad, 
and that upon his Will and Pleaſure all her 
and their deſire mult depend; becauſe, ſay 
they, in that Senſe the ſame Phraſe is us'd, 
Gen. 4. 7. concerning Abels ſubjection to 


Cain, as the firſt-born : Unto thee ſhall be his 


Deſire, and thou ſhalt rule over him. 
| Anſiw. 
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Anſw. It is ſomewhat ſtrange that Adam, 
who before the Fall had not power over the 
Life of a Beaſt, ſhould by ſinning againſt 
God, be advanc'd to an abſolute Sovereignty, 
and have Dominion over all the World. But 
whatever Authority Adam, after the Fall, had 
over his Wife, by virtue of his Pre-emi- 
nence, 1 Cor. 11. 3. or over the reſt of Man- 
kind, as the eldeſt Son of God, Lake 3. 38. 
he had no Power from God to exact any 
thing contrary to the Law of Nature, much 
leſs to deſtroy or enſlave them. Nor do we 
find that he had any Inclination ſo to do. 
And as to Cain's Dominion over Abel, it was 
ſo far from being abſolute by his right of Pri- 
mogeniture, that he loſt the Dignity of his 


Birthright by his violation of the Law of 


Nature; and became a Vagabond upon the 
face of the Earth, liable, at leaſt in his own 
- apprehenſion, to be kilPd by every one that 
found him. Nor had every firſt- born an ab- 
' ſolute and unalienable, but ſubordinate Right 
of Primogeniture ; for that it hath been for- 
feited by ſome, and deny'd to others. Rea- 
ben, the firſt-born of Iſrael, having defiled 
his Father's Bed, for his Inceſt with his Fa- 
ther's Concubine, loſt his Birth- right; which 
was given to the Sons of Joſeph, 1 Chron. 8. 
1. And Gen. 48. 20. Ephraim had the Pre- 
eminence notwithſtanding Manaſſeh was the 
Firſt-born, Simri alſo was chiet of the Sons 
of Hoſah; For tho he was not the Firſt-born, 
(either tor ſome deficiency in his elder Bro- 
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ther, or ſome Excellency in himſelf) his Fa- 
ther made him chief, 1 Chron. 26. 10. 

Now whether the ſubjection of one Man 
to another, might, or might not be repug- 
nant (as hath been hinted) to the State of 
Innocency, I ſhall not here conteſt; yet cer- 
tainly there could have been no ſubjection of 
Man to Man, but voluntary, in a State of 
Innocency. The Inferiour ſhould have ſhewn 
his ready and willing ſubjection to his Supe- 
riour, both by the Law of Nature and his 
own Diſpoſition : And the Superiour ſhould 
never have exacted any thing unreaſonable, 
or contrary to the Law of Nature; much leſs 
have ſhewn any imperious ſcornful Carri- 
age towards his Inferiour. 

And ſomewhar like this, perhaps, might 
be their State, who liv'd in thoſe firſt Ages 
of the World, when the Heads of Families 
did in a mild and gentle way, guide and or- 
der the reſt; rather by the voluntary Sub- 
miſſion of. thoſe that were govern'd, than b 
compulſion of Power; until Nzmrod, wich 
Violence, uſurp'd a more imperious Govern- 
ment, whom Moſes under the metaphorical 
Speech of a Hunter, deſcribes to be a tyran- 
nous Invader, and cruel Oppreſlor, Gen. 10. 


8, 9, 10. the firſt that ſet up an abſolute, 


arbitrary, and violent Domination over Men ; 
Noah probably being yet alive. 

But Abraham, the Father of many Nati- 
ons; was afterwards ſo far from invading+he 
Rights of another, that he would not ſo 

fp much 
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much as claim the Right of a Burying-place, 


notwithſtanding he was then in Right (tho 


not in Poſſeſſion) Lord of the Country; but 
ſues to the Governours and Rulers of the 
Hittstes, the Inhabitants of Hebron, for li- 


berty to purchaſe a Poſſeſſion of a Burying- 


place among them, which they readily grant ; 
ing and reverencing him as a mighty 

Prince in the midſt of them, Gen. 23. 6, 17. 

Another remarkable Inftance of Cruelt 


we-read of, was Pharaoh ; who by a publick 


Edict, enjoins the Egyprians to drown the 
Flebrews Male Children ſo ſoon as they were 
born: who (after that the Midwives had 
retus'd to obey his Command, for which God 
rewarded them) ſo rigidly execute his bloody 
Decree, as that Moſes's Parents, who had 
hid him three Months, could no longer con- 
ceal him from thoſe that ſought after him, 
Exod. 2. 2, 3. Heb. 11. 23. 

This is that Moſes, Exod. 7. 1. whom the 
Lord made to be a God to Pharaoh, another 


' Eg yptian Tyrant, Exod. 2. 23. and 4. 19. 


not only in ſignifying to him the Pleaſure of 
the Almighty for the delivering of his Peo- 

le, but in puniſhing him as a Rebel if he 
refug'd to let them go; who notwithſtand- 
ing his inſolent Behaviour, in diſdaining the 
Meſſage brought him by Moſes, Exod. 5. 2. 
yet was glad to let them go, and made haſte 
to ſend them away with all their Subſtance, 
Exod. 12.31, 32. Nevertheleſs his Cruelty 


finally recoils upon him, in the fatal over- 


throw 
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throw of him and his Hoſt, and the haugh- | 
tineſs of the Tyrant was utterly extinguiſh'd A 
in the midſt of the Red Sea, Exod. 14. 31. ll 
and 15.9, 10, | 

I he next thing conſiderable is the Jewiſh | 
Polity, introduc'd by Jethro, approv'd of Exod. 18. 
God, and agreed to by Moſes; who prefers 23.23.21. 
the Safety of the People to the monopolizing 
of all the Promiſes, and the whole fruitful 
Land, to him and his Family. 2 

Thus then, as we have ſeen, were the / 

; | raelites diſtinguiſh'd from all the People up- 

on Earth, having nothing leſs than the infi- 

| nite Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of God 

I in the midſt of them to depend upon, un- 

| 
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der the Conduct of Moſes, the Servant of the 
Lord: For the Lord's Portion is his People; 
Jacob # tbe Lot of his Inheritance. He found 
him in 4 aeſart Land, and in the waſte howling 
Wilderneſs : he led him about, he inſtructed 
him, he kept him as the Apple of his Eye, Deut. 
p p | 
I 32.9, 10, Tea, he reprov'd Kjngs for their 
. | ſakes, ſaying, Touch not mine anointed, and do 
Y Prophets no harm, 1 Chron. 16. 21, 22. 
Pſal. 105. 6, 9, 12, 14, 15. 
Afterwards were join'd with Maſes in the I 
Government, ſeventy Men of the Elders of | 
> | Ira, Numb. 11. 11, 14, 16, 17. who were 
not the ſame that before had been choſen ro 
> | be Rulers and Judges over the People, Exod. 
„ 18. 25, 26. who were to determine the 
; | leſſer matters: but theſe now were to be 
- | Judges in the greater and moſt difficult Cau- 
"oy Bats G 
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ſes, both of Religious and Civil Affairs, 
which were formerly refer'd to Moſes : And 
therefore God gave of the ſame Spirit to them 
which he had given to Moſes, Namb. 11. 25. 
And this was the Original of that great Coun- 
cil of the Jews, which they calPd their Sau- 
hedrim, and was continu'd amongſt them un- 
til Heroa's days. {eel di 

Moſes ſhortly after dying, Joſhua ſucceeds 
him in the Government of J/rae/ by the Av- 
pointment of God, and the Conſent of the 
People, Numb. 27. 18, 19, 22, 23. Jaſbua 1. 
2, 16. and 3.7. and 4. 14. who having re- 
ceiv'd his Charge, Numb. 27. 18, 19. which 


might probably be that very Charge, after- 


wards expreſs'd by Moſes, Deut. 3 1. 7, S. at 
which time God himſelf alſo gave him a 
Charge, ver. 14, 15. led them over Jordan 
into the Land of Canaan; and having quite 
ſubdu'd, tho not utterly deſtroy'd it, gave it 
for an Inheritance unto 1/rael, according to 
the Diviſions of their Tribes: Who after 


that gave Joſbaa the City which he asked, 


even ]'ymnath-Serah ia Mount Ephraim; and 
he built the City and awelt therein, Joſhua 19. 
49, 50. 

Two things by the way are very remarka- 
ble in Jeſhaa, during the Adminiſtration of 
his Government of Hrael. 

Firſt, How lightly he eſteem'd the Ene- 


mies of God (notwithſtanding their Charac- 


ter) when they ſtood in competition with 
God's Glory and the Good of his People: 


Joſhua 
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7 10. 24. Aud it came to Fi s when they 
rought out thoſe Rings unto Joſhua, that Jo- 
ſhua calPd for all the Men of Iſrael, and ſaid 
unto the Captains of the Men of War which 
went with him, Come near, put your Feet upon 

the Necks 4 theſe Rings. And they came near, 
and put their Feet upon the Necks of them, 
This Tab enjoin'd his Captains to do, not 
out of a cruel, proud, inſulting Mind; but, 
Firſt, To teach them that they were to ſhew 
no Mercy to that People. $2-ondly, To en- 
courage and hearten the Captains for the 
time to come; intimating, that thus they 
ſhould tread all their Enemies under their 
t | Feet, ver. 25. Thirdly, To maniſeſt God's 
ſiogular Love to, and Eſteem of them, who 


0 was pleas'd to let them tread upon the Necks 
e | of Kings. And, Fourthly, That this formi- 
it | dable fight might make them fear to imitate 
o the Manners of this People, againſt whom 
er | God had ſhewa ſuch ſeverity. 


Secondly, The great Condeſcenſion of Fo- 
14 | p44 is remarkable, in that he was content 
to ſtay till all the Tribes had their Portion, 
7 | before there was any motion made of that, 
which by way of ſpecial Prerogative was to 
be confer'd upon him; and to receive what 
God had promis'd him, as a Gift from the 


1 People, Joſhua 19. 49, 50. 2 
I bleir Government then it ſeems was a kind Wo” 


c- i | 
th of an Ariftocracy, or rather (as a learned Hif- Echard's 

e: forian acquaints us) a Theocracy ; the Legiſ. CT 
us lative Power being more immediately in God vol . ic 


G 2 him- 
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If himſelf, and the Executive, as is generally 
believ*d, in the Congregation of the Elders 
or Sanhedrim (aforeſaid :Y) only upon all 
Exigencies they had a ſupreme Officer, call'd 
a Judg, whoſe Authority was more properly 
that of a General of an Army, than that of 
a Nation. This Government, according to 
St. Paul, continu'd about the ſpace of 450 
_ Years, until Samuel the Prophet, As 13. 20. 
Afterward they deſir'd a King, and God 
gave them Saul, the Son of Cis, a Man of the 
1 Sam. 10. Tribe of Benjamin, to be their King: and 
25. by Samuel, tells them the manner of the 
2 Kingdom; that is to ſay, the Duty of the 
19, 20. King towards his Subjects, and the Subjects 
—— 2% towards their King. And theſe were the 
fundamental Laws of the Kingdom. All which 
he wrote in a Book, and laid it before the Lord; 
that is to ſay, before the Ark: not only to ſe- 
cure and preſerve it, but to ſignify alſo, that 
thoſe Civil Laws were the Ordinance of 
God, which both King and People were re- 
ſpeCtively bound to obſerve and obey. And 
likewiſe to intimate, that God would take 
care of thoſe Laws to uphold and maintain 
them, ahd puniſh thoſe that ſhould violate 
and break them. 

In ſhort, Samuel having reſign'd up the 
Kingdom to Saul, and thereby put an end to 
the Jewiſh Theocracy, appeals to the People, 
1 Saen. 12. 13. if they could accuſe him ot 
any Evil: And that Proteſtation which he 
there makes of his Innoceney, was, fir/#, to 

| con- 
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conviuce them of the grievouſneſs of their ww 


in deſiring a King, when God was, King, 


1 Sam. 8. 5. and 10. 19. and 12. 12, 17. 


And, Secondly, to propound this racitly as a 


Pattern for their new choſen King, before 
whom all this was ſpoken. 

From all which, we may briefly infer theſe 
three things. 


8 hat the Jewiſb Theocracy, the moſt Exod. 19. 
perfect and exact Mode of all true Govern- 3 5,5, 
ment, was mutually eſtabliſh'd between God 11, F. 

and the People, and conſequently the beſt and F 


moſt deſirable of all the Conſtitutions upon 


if 


: 


l 


1 
1 


Earth: eſpecially aſter that the ſeventy Men Numb. 


of the Elders of 1/rae/ were joined with Moſes 25. 
in the Government aforeſaid. 

Secondly, That God's Law was the Rule of 
his Government, and therefore nothing could 


be exacted from, or impos'd upon them by his 


Authority, contrary to that Law. 

And, Thiraly, That God himſelf, as King of 
Iſrael, was * by his Law: And he that 
had an unaccountable Empire over all his 
Creatures, and could do every thing (with aw- 
ful Reverence be it ſpoken) could do nothing 
but what he could lawfully do; that is to ſay, 
he could do nothing againſt the Law, but for 

the Law, which was holy, juſt, and good. 
Nor did he ever exceed the Limits, with- 
in which he was pleas'd to reſtrain him- 
ſelf, For tis God's ſovereign Pleaſure only, 
that ſets Bounds to his own Power : And 
therefore God cannot do what he is not pleas'd 

to 
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to do, altho he only can do what he pleaſes, 
And tho God many times permits Men to do 
with impunity that which he alloweth not; 
yet do they not always proſper, nor go un- 
puniſh'd, who do what God forbids. If then 
(as Boet hius ſaith) it is a great Miſery to deſire 
any thing that is Evil, a greater Miſery to 
be able to do the Ill we deſire, and the great- 
eſt Miſery of all to do the Ill that we are 
able; them are all tyrannical Princes, when 
left to their unruly Appetites, of all Men the 
moſt miſerable. An Inſtance whereof we 
have in Saul, who being rejected of God, 
died for his diſobedience ; Whereupon it is 
ſaid, The Lord flew him, Whence may ariſe 
this Objection, viz. | 
That notwithſtanding Saul's evil treatment 
of David, hunting his Soul to take it ; his bar- 
barous Cruelty in ſlay ing the Prieſts of the 
Lord, and putting both Men, Women and 
Children in the City of Nob to the Sword; yet 
neither did David, nor the People, lift up their 
hands againſt him, 1 Sam. 22. 18, 19. 

Anſw. Firſt, As to David, tho he was a- 
nointed King of I/rael, yet does it not appear 
that God did intend that Saul ſhould be pre- 
ſently depoſed, but rather the contrary; for 
that David did always acknowledg him for 
his Lord. So that he was by Faith and Pa- 
tience to wait God's time till the Kingdom 
ſhould, according to Saul's own Prediction, 
1 Sam. 24. 20. be eſtabliſh'd in his hand. 
David therefore as yet being but private =_ 

| of | on, 
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ſon, could not, as no private Perſon now can, 
ſtretch forth his Hand againſt the Lord's A- 
nointed, and be guiltleſs. | 
But were not the Followers of David, if 
we compare 1 Sam. 22. 2. with 1 Sam. 24. 7. 
to be taken for Rebels? How then ſhall he 
that headed a parcel of Rebels eſcape that im- 
putation ? Moreover, did not this give oc- 
caſion for that ſcurrilous Reflection of Nabal, 
1 Sam.25.10. Who anſwer d David's Servants, 
and ſaid, Who is David? and who is the Son of 
Jeſſe ? There be many Servants nom a- days, that 
eak away every Man from his Maſter. Which 
put David into ſuch a Paſſion, that in his 
Rage he vows the Deſtruction of him and 
his Family. A raſh Vow, as himſelf confeſſes, 
ver, 33. For what tho the Churl refus'd to 
grant the modeſt Requeſt of his Servants, and 
caſt an invidious Refſection upon him, could 
nothing leſs than his Blood, and that of his 
innocent Family, atone for the guilt of the 
Offender ? Surely Saul himſelf (as arbitrary 
as he was) could have done no more in ſuch a a 
Caſe, than David delign'd to have done, had 
not. the Lord in his Mercy. prevented him, 
Furthermore, did not the Philiſtines alſo look 
upon Davia, and thoſe that were with him, 
as Rebels; when the Princes of the Phili- 
ſtines reſus'd to go with them to Battel ? For, 
ſay they, wherewith ſhould he reconcile 22 
to his Maſter, ſhould it not be with the Heads 
of theſe Men ? N 
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David was therefore chargeable with Re- 


bellion, or he was not : If chargeable, what 
then will become of all thoſe Arguments for 


Paſſive- Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance, upon 


any pretence whatſoever, drawn from the 
Example of David in his Behaviour to Saul, 
during his Reign? 

If not chargeable aſter all he had done, 
and was reſolv'd to do for his own Preſerva- 


tion, and in defence of Abiathar whom he 


had taken into his Protection; aſſuring him 
at the ſame time, that he would venture his 


own to preſerve his Life, and be as careful 


of his Safety as of his own, 1 Saw. 22.23. 
then doubtleſs there are ſome particular Ca- 
ſes excepted out of this general Charge, where- 
in it is not only lawful, but our Duty, when 
tis in our power, to defend our ſelves and 
others that flee to us for Refuge in times of 
publick Calamity and Diftreſs. | | 
Secondly, As to the People; Saul full of 


x Sam. 22. Jealouſies and Fears, ſuſpecting his own Ser- 
7>, 9,10, yants were privy to ſome Conſpiracy againſt 


17, 18. 


him, betwixt David and Jonathan his Son, 
checks them for not revealing it to him; 
Whereupon Doeg accuſing Abimelech, is com- 
manded by Saul to ſlay the Prieſts of the 
Lord; which accordingly hedid, in the Pre- 
ſence of Saul, and thoſe of his Servants who 
before had refus'd, and ſeemingly abhor'd ſo 
impious an act. But inaſmuch as they tamely 
look'd on, while the profane Edomite flaugh: 
rer*d the Prieſts of the Lord, and reſcu'd them 
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not; it muſt needs argue them to be of a 
baſe Diſpoſition and cowardly Spirit, and al- 
ſo conſenting. unto their Deaths ; for that in 
the eye of the Law, looking on is abctung 


the Fact. | 
Far more noble were thoſe //rae/ztes, who 
reſcu'd Jonathan out of the hands of Saul, 


Who had ſworn he ſhould die, 1 Sam. 14 45. 


And who ever accounted them Rebels lor 0 
doing? 

Much leſs can they, who are not only 
Members of a political Society, but vital 


Parts of the Legiſlature (as the Lords Spi- 


ritual and Temporal and Commons in Parlia- 
ment certainly are) be taken for Rebels in op- 
poſing and removing, as much as in them lies, 
whatever may prove fatal to the Conſtitution. 

Wherefore, as the Caſe then ſtood, that 


their Non- Reſiſtance, or not oppoſing, nor 


endeavouring to prevent to their utmoſt, the 
deteſtable Wickedneſs of Saul, in ſhedding 


the innocent Blood of the Prieſts, feems to be 


their principal Crime; for which moſt, if not 
all of them, were in all probability after- 
wards cut of with Saul in the Mountains of 
Gilboa, 1 Sam. 31. 16. 

Thus having anſwer'd the Objection, I 
ſhall now endeavour to prove, that notwith- 
ſtanding the known and undoubted Prero- 


gatives of the Jewiſh Kings, yet they were 


bounded by Law, and no more exempted 
from the Evils denounc'd for breach of the 
Law, than the People, * , 

* 
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It has been already obſerv'd, that where 
a Law is enacted, the Will of Man is limi- 
ted. And it further appears by that Charge 
given to the 1/raelites, Deut. 17. 14, 15, 20. 
where, after ſeveral Reſtraints laid on the 
King that ſhould come to 'the Throne of 
his Kingdom, heis commanded to write him 
a Copy of the Law in a Book, which was 
kept in the Sanctuary, ver. 18. and chap. 
31. 26. and carefully to obſerve and obey it 
in every particular; to the end he might 
prolong his days in his Kingdom, he and his 
Children in the midſt of Iſrael. And for as 
much as Solomon kept not God's Covenant, 
1 Rings 11. 11, 12. he threatens to rend the 
Kingdom from him; which accordingly he 
did, tho not in his days. Whereby it 1s 
plain, that Rehoboam had no indefeazible 
Right to the Kingdom, which his Father | - 
| had forfeited. And this will moreover juſtify | & 
| the Ten Tribes, in rejecting him from being 
. their King, who upon their juſt Complaint, 1 
refusꝰd to eaſe them of their Burdens : and 7 
| perceiving that they had no Portion in him, 1 
| were reſolv'd that he ſhould have as little in Hr 

| them. 
Serman be- © Tf the Ten Tribes (ſays Dr. Hickman) ” 
— revolt from Rehoboam, what could be ex- ||, 
Commens, pected leſs from the unreaſonable Oppreſ- yy 
October © ſion of his Government?” And herein I : 
| 7-7” think Rehoboam was, as every Oppreſſor is, a | 
Fool, Prov.28.16. And Solomon ſeems to have Ne 
not much better Opinion of him, Eccle/. 2. 19, 
AT che 
Among 
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Among all the Kings of J/rae/, none ſeem 1 Kings 
to have a better Title and more abſolute Com- 5 
miſſion, than Jeroboam, anointed of God, ang | 
choſen by the People to be King of 1/7ae! : Yer 
was this Condition annex'd, ver. 38. That if he | 
would walk in his ways, God would be with him, | 
and build him a ſure Houſe ; ſo that he ſhould | 
be able to aſſert his own Right againſt all the 
Pretenſions of the Houſe of David, But 
1 Kings 12. 27, 28, 29. ſo far was Jeroboam 
from believing, or relying on the Promiſe of | 
God, that to prevent the People's revolting 
from him, he introduces a new way of Wor- Wo | 
ſhip ; and in derogation to God's Law, ſets bi 
up two golden Calves at Bethel and Dan, = | 
thioking thereby to eſtabliſh himſelf in the Ll 
Throne; for which God {lew him: Where- | 4 
as the ſtability of his Kingdom lay in the 
faithful diſcharge of his Duty, 2 CHron. 13. 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 17, 20. 

After that, Baaſba no ſooner came to the 
Throne, by the murder of Nada, the Son of 
Jeroboam, but he ſmote all the Houſe of Jero- 
boam ; ſo that the Idolatry wherewith Jero- 
boam thought to have continu'd the Kingdom 
to him and his Poſterity, was the very Cauſe 
why his whole Family was rooted out, and 
the Kingdom transfer*d to another. Now as 
Baaſha conſpir*d againſt Nadab, ſo Amri con- 
ſpir'd againſt Ela his Son, and quite extirpates 
the Family of Baaſba, 1 Kings 16. 10, 11. 
Next to AImri, who after ſeven days Reign, 
choſe rather to periſh in the Flames of his own 
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kindling, than to fall into the hands of his in- 
ſulting Adverſaries, who would not own him 
for their King; comes Omri, the worſt of 
all before him, who died wretchedly ; tho, 
not that we read of, by any violent death : 
who is ſucceeded by that wicked Ahab 
his Son, whom the Prophet rebukes, and de- 
nounceth God's Judgments againſt him for 
killing of Naboth, and poſſeſſing himſelf of 
his Vineyard, 1 Kings 21.19, 

But had not thoſe illegal acts of Ahab the Au- 
thority of Sovereign Power? How then was 
the Prophet not afraid torebuke his Sovereign ? 

Anſw. Had not the Prophet Authority from 
God to rebuke his Sovereign for his illegal 
Acts? Of whom then ſhould he be afraid? 

Again, had not the King, upon Naborh's 


_ refuſing to give him his Vineyard in exchange 


for a better, power to take it ; Exchange, as 
we ſay, being no Robbery ; and alſo to put 
him to death tor the Contempt of his Majeſty ? 
Anſw. According to theſe Men's Notions of 
Government he certainly had; but Ahab as 
yet, as wicked as he was, 1 Kings 21. 25, 26. 
was hot arriv*d at ſuch a height of Wicked- 
neſs ; nor conſcious of any ſuch Right eſſen- 
tial to his Sovercignty, ver. 7. This was in- 
deed the miſchievous Contrivance of Jezebel, 
at whoſe inſtigation Naboth was murder'd, 
tho not without ſome pretext or colour of 
Law, 1 Kings 21. 8, 9, 10. 
No kind of procedure (ſays a nameleſs 
* Author) is further for the King's Hong 
| 40 an 
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and Intereſt, than as it is according to 
Law ; which is the Standard of the King's 
Prerogative, Glory and Safety, as well as 
the Rule by which we are to be proteQed 
in our Reputations and Lives, if innocent, 
as well as caſt ard convicted, if upon Tryal 
we be found to have capitally offended. 
W hatſoever wrong is done againſt any of 
his Majeſty's Subjects, is, in the ſenſe of 
the Law, done againſt the King and the 
Honour of his Government; ſeeing he is 
the Spring and Fountain of Juſtice to all his 
People. And it is a great Aſperſion upon 
the Juſtice, as well as Goodneſs of his Ma- 
jeſty, to have things ſo tranſacted, as if 
the King were more concern'd to have a 
Perſon that is barely accus'd found Guilty, 


than he is to have him appear and be pro- 


nounc'd Innocent. The Vindication and 
Defence of the Guiltleſs, is more the Prin- 
ce*s Glory and Intereſt, than the Conviction 
and Condemnation of the Criminal. And 
when any Perſon comes to be accus'd, all 
that is for the Honour of the King, is to 
have the Truth diſcover'd, and Juſtice im- 
partially take place. And whoſoe ver are 
produc'd by the Proſecutors to prove an Ac- 
cuſation or Charge, they are no further for 
the King, tho they be call'd the King's E- 
vidence, than as they declare the Truth, 
and nothing but the Truth. And if ſuch 
Fellows be found, or juſtly ſuſpected to 


ſwear falſly againſt the Lives of his Ma- 
« jelty's 
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cc jeſty*s Subjects, they are in reality Witneſſes 
“ againſt the King; by endeavouring to de- 
« ftroy his loyal People, per vert his Juſtice, 
& and bring his Perſon and Throne under the 
& Guilt of ſhedding the Blood of Innocents.” 

It cannot therefore ſeem ſtrange, that what 
was plotted and acted by Jezebe/,ſhould be laid 
to Ahab's Charge, and a Puniſhment inflicted 
on him for it accordingly. Firſt, Becauſe 
the Original of all was, from his coveting of 
the Vineyard: And, Secondly, Becauſe where 
the Wife doth any Evil, with the Allowance 
or Connivance of her Husband, the Husband 
is there guilty as well as the Wife. But Ahab 
is faid to ſell himſelf, to work Wickeaneſs in the 
felt of the Lord, whom Jezebel his Wife ſtir'd 
&p, 1 Kings 21. 25. 

Put where, I pray, was Abab's abſolute 
Sovereignty, when the Prophet Elijah chal- 
tenging four hundred and fifty of the Pro- 
phets of Baal, to ſhew a Token from Hea- 
ven of the truth of his Deity ; upon failure, 
cauſes them all to be {lain for their curſed 
Idolatry ? 1 Kings 18. 22, 23, 24, 25. and 
19. I. 

"But to proceed: After Ahab was dead, 
Abaziah ſucceeds him; who having forgot- 
ten the Lord God of Iſrael, ſends Meſſengers 
to conſult Baal ⁊ebub, the God of Ekrox, con- 
cerning his Health; who are met by Elijah, 
and ſent back to the King with tidings of 
Death. Whereupon Ahaziab ſends a Cap- 
tain of 50 with his 50, and after him another, 
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to apprehend him for Treaſon ; who by Fire 
from Heaven conſumes both them and their 
Fifties : and after that, tells the King to his 
face, he ſhould die; who offers not any the 
leaſt Violence (we read of) to the Prophet. 
Then comes Joram, the laſt of Ahab's 
Houſe that ſat upon the Throne of Iſrael, be- 
ing {lain by J7eha, authoriz d by God to ſmite 
the Houſe of Ahab, 1 Kings 21.21, 22. and 
2 Kings 9. 7. and 2 Chron. 22.7, Where I 
would note by the way, that if Ahab and 
Jezebel, and all the Royal Family ſunk un- x Kings 
der the Judgments of God, denounc'd againſt 22.38 
them for their Wickedneſs; much leſs could — 
thoſe evil Counſellors, or Miniſters of Ahab, aad 10. 7. 
think to eſcape, 2 Kings 10. 11. | 
But time would fail me to tell of Shalum, 2 Chron. 
Pekehiah, and Pekah ; Jehoram, and that Man ½ 2. 
of three Names (Ahaziah Azariah Jehoahasz) 1, 6. 
Joaſh and Amaziah, Kings of Iſrael and Ju- 
dah, with many others in Sacred and Civil 
Hiſtories; whoſe Pride, Haughtineſs, and 
Cruelty, brought down the Judgments of 
God upon them, who are laſting Monuments 
of his fearful Indignation. 
| Objett. © But we are to learn our Duty 
*« (ſays the late Dr. Sherlock) from the Law 
of God, not from his Providence; at leaſt, 
« this mult be a ſettled Principle, that the 
Providence of God will never juſtify any 
% Action which his Law forbids.” 
Anſw, God often (as I have ſomewhere 
read) by the dreadful Meſſengers of his 
| | Wrath, 


Pſal. 97, 
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Wrath, loudly proclaims his Providence to 
the World; aſſuring us by his remarkable Se- 
verities to the greateſt of Men, that neither 
the multitude of their Aſſociates, nor the 
depth of their Deſigns, nor the pretended un- 
accountableneſs of their Actions to the Sons 
of Men, can any way ſecure them from the 
omnipotent Arm of Divine Juſtice ; when 
their Sins have provok'd him to viſit their 
Tranſgreſſions with Rods, and their Iniqui- 
ties with Stripes. 

And *tis equally juſt in God, who by his 
Sovereign Power rules all Events and Enter- 
prizes, whether he is pleas'd with his own 
hand to chaſtiſe rebellious Princes, who are 
even in this World accountable to him, and 
liable to the penal Sanction of his Law; or 
whether he is pleas'd to make uſe of the A- 


gency of Men. And 'tis no matter who is 


the Inſtrument, if God bimſelf be the Au- 
thor, For we know that the Judgment of 
God is according to Truth, and that all Man- 
kind are therefore bound to ſubmit to the 
Conduct of Divine Providence. Nor can 
all the Powers upon Earth defeat the Deſign 
and Purpoſe of God, whoſe Providence, like 
the Whirlwind, is inviſible, yet carries all 
before it. Clouds and Darkneſs are round 
about him, Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the 
Habitation of his Throne, A Fire goes before 
2 and burneth up his Enemies round 4- 
out. 


The 
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© The mighty Revolutions of the World, 


« pointment of Counſels, the Conſervation 
of the Capitol, the Defeat of Armies, 
« fleſh'd with long Succeſs, the pulling aſun- 
der the Thrones of mighty Empires, the 
* numerous Accidents, the Traverſes of hu- 
« man Life, all Tranſactions publick and pri- 
vate, depend upon the over-ruling Will 
* and Pleaſure of God: He can turn a Dia- 


& deminto Shackles, when the Arm of Fleſh 


« preſumes to grapple with the Strength of 
« the Almighty.” 


*Tis God's Prerogative alone to do according Pan 4. 
to his Will, in the Army of Heaven, and among 


the Inhabitants of the Earth: and none can lay 
his hand, or ſay unto him, What dof! thou ? 


Why aoſt thou ſtrive againſt him? (ſaith Elihu ) ) 


for he giveth not account of any of his matters. 

Whence therefore, I would fain know, if 
not by Providence, did the Hraelites learn 
their Duty of Subjection unto Baaſha? For as 
yet they had no Authority from God to de- 
pole the Traitor, who died poſſeſs'd of the 
Crown of 1/rael, and left it to his Son. 

But for a more diſtinct Anſwer to the Oh- 
jection, I ſhall further add, that altho God's 
Providence will never juſtify any Action that 
his Law forbids, yet God's Authority will 
juſtify the depoſing wicked Tyrants, without 
any the leaſt contradiction to his Law, or Re- 


bellion in the Inſtrument. As for Inſtance : 


1 Jehu 
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Jehu being anointed King of Iſrael, is com- 
manded to ſmite the Houſe of Ahab; which 
accofdingly he did: for which God, to ſhew 
his Approbation, promis'd him, that his Chil- 
dren of the fourth Generation ſhould fit on 
the Throne of Iſrael. Which was accom- 
pliſh'd in the Succeſſion of Jebohaaz and Je- 
hoaſh, Jeroboam and Zgchariah, 2 Kings 13. 1. 

and 14. 16, 29. | ET 
Now had there been any Law of God a- | 
eainſt all Reſiſtance of the Higher Powers, 
upon any Pretence whatſoever ; then what 
Jehu did by God's expreſs command, had 
been an open violation of that Law, and con- 
ſequently Rebellion; and Jebs himſelf, ac- 
cording to theſe Mens Principles, had been 
liable to Damnation: Which to affirm, is to 
charge God fooliſhly, to arraign his Govern- | 
ment, impeach his eſſential Attributes, and | 
make him to contradict himſelf ; in whom is | 
no variableneſs nor ſhadow of turning. Never- | 
theleſs, God threatens to avenge the Blood of ] 
Ahab upon the Houſe of Feh« ; becauſe in ex- ] 
tirpating the Family of Ahab, he aimed not ſo 
much at the doing the Will of God, as eſta- t 
bliſhing the Kingdom in his own Poſterity. c 
[ 
\ 
f 


And tho he had ſeen God's hand on Jeroboam 
for his Idblatry, yet upon the ſame politick 
ground he continues the Sin, 2 Kings 10. 31. 

Object. But is not the King ſupreme, and I v 
the deciſion of all the moſt weighty Affairs oft. 
the Kingdom, ultimately in him, beyond It 
which there is no Appeal? „ 

| Anſw. 
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Anſw. Granting the King to be Supreme, 
yet will it not follow that the Laſt Reſort 
is in him, unleſs it be allowd, which is 


utterly deny'd, that he is above the Law ; 


that his perſonal Commands muſt be ta- 


ken for Laws, and his Will be the Rule of 
our Duty; or that, as Dr. Manwaring has it, Sermon at 
« All the ſignifications of a Royal Pleaſure — 
& are, and ought to be, to all Loyal Subjects «ing, p. 


& inthe Nature and Force of a Command.” . 


A Poſition not only deſtructive of all the Ends 
of Government, but which makes the Law, 
yea even the Word of God it ſelf, of none 
effect. How comes it to paſs, that Joſhua, 
who was as irreſiſtible as any King of 1/rae/, 


was oblig'd to obſerve and do all that was 


written in the Law of Moſes, had he been 
above it, or the only Interpreter of it? And 
to what purpoſe ſhould Elzazar ask Counſel 
for him, were it not that he was to be de- 
termin'd by it ? Wherefore, if what Plato 
long ſince ſaid be true; namely, that the 
Prince is not above the Law, but the Law 
is above the Prince; then is he as much bound 
to obey the Law, as the People are bound to 
obey him under the Law. And who lo fit 
to adviſe the King what is Law, as thoſe 
Who have a hand in making, and are there- 
fore the beſt Interpreters of the Law? to 


whom we are to appeal in all matters of Con- 


troverſy between Man and Man, and be- 
tween the King and People, from inferiour 
Courts of Judicature. And in capital Caſes, 
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as thoſe of Murder, Adultery, and Idolatry, 
the chief Magiſtrate could no more be dil- 
pensꝰd with under the Laws of God and Na- 
ture, than the meaneſt of the People. As for 
example; If Abimelech having taken Sarah 
from Abraham, not knowing that ſhe was his 
Wiſe, reſtore her not again to her Husband, 
he and all his ſhall ſurely die, Gen. 20. 7. 
If Bathſheba was puniſhable with Death for 
her Adultery with David; by what Law 
could David himſelf think to eſcape? And 
if by Murder he will cover or conceal his 
Wickedneſs, the Sword ſhall never depart from 
his Houſe. Again, If Jeroboam cauſe Iſrael 
to ſin, his Idolatry ſhall coſt him his Life, Who 
hath harden'd himſelf againſt God and proſper d? 
which removeth the Mountains, and they know 
not; which overtarneth them in his Anger. He 
ſhall break in pieces mighty Men without number, 
and ſet others in their ſtead, 

Furthermore, if the Word of God be our 


Rule, as certainly it is; then doubtleſs no 


Man hath an abſolute fovereign Authority, 
independent on the Rule of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; ſo that we muſt take whatſoever it 


* 17-ſaith for true, without conſulting them. And 
9. 


this Jeboſhaphat was ſenſible of, when he, ac- 


. cording to this Rule, not of his own head, /e: 
2 Chron. in Jeruſalem, of the Levites, and of the Prieſts, 


1971, and of the chief of the Fathers of Iſrael, for 


the Judgment of the Lord, and for Controver- 
(res, when they return d to Jeruſalem. And that 
they were appointed to go up to Jeraſalem 

with 
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with all ſuch Caſes of great difficulty, was not 
becauſe the ſupreme Magiſtrate, the Judg; or 
King of Iſrael did always reſide there; but 
either becauſe this was meant of the Sanhe- 
drim, which was their ſupreme Senate or 


Council, conſiſting partly of Prieſts, and- 


partly of Civil Magiſtrates, to whom all 
Appeals were made, and did therefore always 
reſide at Jeruſalem ; (the want of which pro- 
ved fatal to the Kings and People of 1/rael : ) 
Or elſe becauſe, if need ſo requir'd, the High 
Prieſt was to enquire of the Lord, and to 


anſwer them according to the Judgment of 


Urim before the Lord. Whereupon he was 
to ſuffer death that would not hearken to the 
Prieſt expounding the Law, or to the Judg 
paſſing Sentence according to Law ; to wit, 
if he ſhould prefumptuouſly, and ſtubbornly 
oppoſe their Judgment, tho they prov'd it 
ever fo clearly out of the Law, or eſpecially 
if the Prieſt had enquired of the Lord. 

Here it ſeems was the dernier Reſort, ſuch 


a Power appointed by God, as ſhould receive 


the laſt Appeals, and whoſe Sentence in all 
Controverſies ſhould be final and uncontroul- 
able. And doubtleſs in every Nation the laſt 
Reſort is to the higheſt Tribunal; there be- 
ing no better Expedient, tho not always in- 
fallible, to be found for quieting the Minds of 
Men, and putting an End to Controverſies, 
Yet is not their Opinion, or any Man's elſe 
of any value at all, if not according to Law, 
And ſome things have been, and ſtill are in 
2 25 their 


— — _ —_ 


69 


= 
. —— - 


Of the Original, and 
their own natures ſo notoriouſly falſe, im- 


- pious, and repugnant to the Evidence both of 


Scripture, Law and Reaſon, that they are to 
be rejected, how rigidly ſoever exacted, with 
the utmoſt Abhorrence and Deteſtation. Such 


Deus. 13- was Jeroboam's Idolatry, for which by the 


9 10, 1 7 
* 


17. 5. 


Hoſea 1. 


11. and 
13. I, 


Law of God he ought to have been ſtoned to 
death. And yet let but the Devil, by the 
Edicts and Miniſters of King Jeroboam, lay 
Snares in Mizpah, and ſpread Nets in Tabor ; 
that is, uſe Laws, Menaces, and Subtilties, 
to keep the People from the City of God, and 
confine them to Regal and State-Idolatry ; and 
preſently they tremble at his Injunction, and 
willingly walk after the Commandment, for 
which they were juſtly oppreſsd, and broken 
in Judgment. Nevertheleſs the Lord ſtirred 
up a ſelect number both of Prieſts and People, 
that abhorred Feroboam's Idolatry, and fled 
from all the Coaſts of 1/rael, to cleave unto the 
true God in his Worſhip at Jeraſalem, 2 Chron. 
11. 13, 14, 16. | 

Again, ſuch were the Statutes of Omri, that 
were kept to the eternal Reproach of the / 
raelites, who, as may be preſum'd, pleaded 
the King's Authority in oppoſition to the Di- 
vine Law, Micah 6. 16. 

Such likewiſe was the Wickedneſs of Ahab, 
who forſook the Commandments of the Lord, 
and followed Baalam. | 

Yea, ſuch was the final determination of the 
High Prieſt and Elders in Council againſt our 
Lord, whom they wickedly condemned to 
death, Mark 14.53,55,61, 62,64. Laſt- 
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Laſtly, Such are thoſe ſlaviſh Princip 


which facrifice all our Civil and Sacred Rights, 


nay, human Nature it ſelf, to the arbitrary 
Will of the Prince; of which I ſhall inſtance 
in a few particulars, iz. That it ought to be 
no Man's temporal Intereſt to diſſent from the 
Opinion or Religion of his Prince. Which in 
truth is to make Mens Profeſſion an Obſtacle 
to their Preferment ; which cannot be other- 
wiſe, whilſt even he that hateth Right go- 
verns: That it becomes no Man to talk of the 
Authority of Laws, in derogation to the Au- 
thority of Sovereiga Power : That neither 
the Laws of God nor Man allow any Subject, 
or Subjects, the benefit of forcible Defence, a- 
gain: the illegal Violence of their Sovereign : 
That it is damnable and unlawful in any Caſe 
to reſiſt the Prince, or thoſe having his Com- 
miſſion, by force of Arms; tho he would de- 
ſtroy or ſell the Kingdom to a foreiga Power: 
And that albeit the Heir apparent, which is 
next by Birth to any Crown, {ſhould be ever 
ſo impotent or unkit to govern; or if it ſhould 
be known that he were more malicious and 
wicked, and ſhould go about to deſtroy the 
Commonwealth, yet muſt he be Sacred, and 
admitted without contradiction to his Inheri- 
tance; and his Direction, Reſtraint, or Puniſh- 


ment, muſt only be remitted to God alone. 


Now, fora{much as the very naming of theſe 
deteſtable Doctrines is enough to fill a Man 
with the utmoſt Reſentments and juſt Indig- 
nation againſt the Authors and Abetters of 
them; 
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them; I ſhall therefore (over and above what 
hath been ſaid already) cite ſome few Paſſages 
out of other Authors, in oppoſition to, and 
in confutation of them. 


And excellently to this purpoſe, ſaith a judi- 


cious Author, © No pretence of Allegiance or 


cc 
cc 
60 
cc 
cc 


Sermon at 
St.James's (6 
Weſtmin- : 
ſter, April 
16. 1696. CC 
7. 10. 6G 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


Duty will juſtify our Truſt in a Prince, 
whoſe viſible Conduct declares his defiance 


to Heaven, and whoſe Acts of Government 


are level'd againſt the Laws of the Land 
over which he preſides.” 


And if our Monarchy be (ſays Dr. Wake, 


now Lord Biſhop of Lincoln) in the Frame 


and Conſtitution of it, a limited Monar- 
chy ; and eftabliſh'd, not upon the Impe- 


rial Laws of a few viſionary Politicians, but 
upon the Fundamental Laws of its own 
making and allowing; then I muſt ſolemnly 


profeſs, that either I am incapableof judging 


what Senſe and Reaſon is, or it muſt follow, 
that an abſolute Monarch, a Prince not 
bounded by Law, but governing only by 
the arbitrary Motions of his own Will, is no 
King of our acknowledging : our Conſtitu- 
tion knows no ſuch Monarch, nor did we 
ever oblige our ſelves to obey ſuch a one.” 

Moreover, to this purpoſe faith an excel- 


The il! lent Author, Should they (ſpeaking of the 
Effect of Royal Brothers, K. Charles the Second and K. 


Animoſities 
among Pro- 


James) & have been fo far infatuated and a- 


reſtarts, © bandon'd of all Underſtanding, as out of a 
fooliſh and haughty affectation of being ab- 
ſolute, to have attempted the alteration of 

ES c the 


p- 6. cc 
cc 
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the Civil Government, they would have 
been immediately and unanimouſly told 
« (had it not been for their dividing Prote- 
<< ftants) that the People have the ſame right 
to their Liberties that the King hath to the 
c Prerogatives of the Crown: And if they 
* would not have been contented with what 
belongs to the Prince by the Common and 
« Statute Laws of the Realm, but had in- g 
« vaded the Privileges reſerv*d unto the Sub- 
« ject ; they would have been made to know, 
ce that they might not only be withſtood in 
** what they ſtrove to uſurp contrary to Mag- 
“% ns Charts, Petition of Right, and other 
Laus of the Kingdom; but that thereby 
they forfeited, and might be diſſeiz d of 
< whateither appertain'd unto the Crown by 
fundamental Agreements, or hath been ſince | 
« ſettled upon the Monarch by Statute | 


And again, ſpeaking of thoſe Gentlemen of P. 17. 
the Church of England, who appear'd ſo vi- 
gorouſly in three Parliaments for Excluding 
the Duke of York from the Succeſſion of the 
Crown, by reaſon of a jealouſy of what, 
through being a Papiſt, he would attempt a- 
gainſt our Religion and Privileges, in caſe he 
were ſuffer'd to aſcend the Throne; he tells 
them, ! That they could not be then to ſeek 
* what became them towards him, tho actu- 
“ally regnant, having ſeen and felt what be- 
« fore they only apprehended and fear'd. 
For (ſays he) if the Law that intaileth the 
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& Succeſſion upon the next of Kin, and obli- 
« geth the Subjects to admit and receive him, 
« not only may, but ought to be diſpens'd 
« with, in caſe the Heir, through having 


C imbib'd Principles which threaten the Safe- 


« ty, and are inconſiſtent with the Happi- 
“ neſs of the People, hath made himſelf in- 


capable to inherit; we know by a ſhort 


“ ratiocination how far we ſtand bound to a 
* Prince on the Throne, who by tranſgreſ- 
« ſing againſt the Laws of the Conſtitution, 
“ hath abdicated himſelf from the Govern- 


ment, and ſtands virtually depos'd. For 


+ whoſoever ſhall offer to rule arbitrarily, 
does immediately ceaſe to be King de Jure; 


& ſeeing by the Fundamental, Common, and 


„ Statute Laws of the Realm, we know 
none for ſupreme Magiſtrate and Governor 
© buta limited Prince, and one who ftands 
« circumſcrib'd and bounded in his Power 


and Preropative.” 


Vea, ſo far (ſays even Dr. Hickes him- 
* ſelf) are all thoſe who are ſo tender of the 
& Succeſſion, from having any tenderneſs for 
*-2a Popiſh Succeſſor, that they dread him 
© like the Plague, and therefore would have 
* had proviſional Laws made to bind ſuch an 
one, and put him under very cloſe legal 
* Confinement, in caſe he ſhould be King.” 

But this does not ſuffice him yet neither, 
(as a nameleſs Author remarks upon him) 


He thinks it perhaps rather his Duty than 


any breach of it, to declare, Thar if it 
| « ſhould 


* 
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& ſhould pleaſe God for our Sins, to plague 
& the Church with ſuch a ſpiteful Enemy of 
“ Chrift, and ſuffer a Popiſh Julian indeed to 
& reign over us, that he ſhould believe him 
e incapable of Repentance; and upon that 
ſuppoſition ſhould be tempted to pray for 
* his Deſtruction, as the only means of de. 
“ livering the Church.” 


"2 


How much the Doctor might have contri- 


buted towards the Church's Deliverance, by 

raying for the Deſtruction of the late King 

ames (who ſeems to be there intended by 
that ſpiteful Enemy of Chriſt, and nt - 
lian) I cannot ſay: But this I dare ſay, that 
not the King's Deſtruction, but the Revolu- 
tion which he many Years ſurviv'd, was the 
only means appointed then by God for the 
Church's Delieverance ; the bleſſed Fruits 
whereof we now enjoy, notwithſtanding the 
late hideous Out- cry of a Set of noiſy Eccle- 
ſiaſticks, that the Church was in Danger: 


Who pretended to own, yea were active in 


bringing about the Revolution, and yer in- 
veigh'd agginſt, and declar*d their Abhorrence 
of thoſe Principles by which it was eſtabliſh'd. 


& Herehkewiſe, (ſays Mr. Fleetwood, now Fig. Ser- 
Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph) are the Laws and mn btw 
Government ſo famous over all the World, . 
& for Liberty without Licentiouſneſs, for April 11. 


4 Monarchy without Tyranny, and for Sub- !*5* 7: 


& jection without Slavery. Here are the 
Fortunes and Eftates the beſt ſecur'd that 


can be; not ſubject to the Aſſeſſment or 


K 2 © Taxa- 


/ 


— = - — 2 — — — 


: 76 


Of the Original, and 
« Taxation of an arbitrary, lawleſs' Prince 
“ alone, whoſe Vanity or Folly, bad Deſigns 
© or Wantonneſs, might drain the labouring 
and induſtrious Subjects; nor yet ſo much 
« the private Maſter's own, as that he ſhould 
« deny the Uſe of what the Publick finds is 
<* neceſſary to diſcharge its Duty. Here, 
&« Laſtly, are the Cities of our God, the beſt 


Religion in the World, founded and built 


upon the Laws of God, and eſtabliſh'd by 


„ thoſe of the Land.” | | 
& Wherein then lies the ſurpaſſing Beauty 


4 and Excellency of this our Body Politick, 


“but in the due proportion of its Sovereignty 
« and Subjection? Herein it ſeems ſome- 
« what to reſemble that myſtical Body, of 
« which Chriſt is the Head; From whom the 
whole Body fitly join'd together, and com- 
« patted by that which every Joint ſupplieth, ac- 
& cording to the effettual working, in the mea- 
& ſure of every Part, lieb maketh Increaſe of 
& the Boay, unto the edifying of it ſelf in Love, 
% Epheſ. 4. 15, 16. How ridiculous a thing 
then is it, to contend what an abſolute 
« Monarch may do in a regulated Monar- 
“ chy? Or for a limited Monarch, to pre- 


4 tend to an abſolute Sovereignty ?” 


Now to draw towards a Concluſion : Sic 
volo ſic jubeo is the Tyrant's Character, and 
very incident to Men in Power ; who are 
therefore, according to Dr. Hickes, to be li- 
mited and bounded by Laws. And thoſe 
undoubtedly who keep within their Bounds, 

are 
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are the Powers ordain'd of God, which 


Soul is to be ſubject unto, not only for 
Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake; nor are 
they to be reſiſted by any Man, or Combi- 
nation of Men, But when once they aſpire 
after a deſpotical Abſoluteneſs, and cannot be 


content with thoſe Rights which the Laws 


have determin'd to be their due, but bid de- 
fiance to them; if we then be ſubject, tis 
only for Wrath, becauſe we cannot help it, 
but not for Conſcience ſake. For I doubt 
not but that every Maa that is able, were it 
not out of a due reſpe& to the publick Good, 
which is always to be prefer'd to every Man's 
particular Intereſt; might do himſelf right, 
and that upon better Authority than any Po- 
tentate upon Earth can pretend to for doing 
him wrong: For that to defend a Man's ſelf 
from Injury and Oppreſſion in the way of his 
Duty, (whenever the Publick Good doth not 
interfere) neither contradicts the Laws of God, 
or Nature; whilft the tyrannical Oppreſſor, 
who holds his Crown by a precarious tenure, 
violates both : whoſe feeble Government ha- 
ving little or nothing elſe to ſupport it but 
Rapine and Violence, is liable to be wreſted 
from him, whenſoever a ſtronger than he 
ſhall queſtion his Title. | 


« The moſt durable Kingdoms that Hiſto- Sermon be. 

* ries make mention of, after they have en- —— | 
& larg*d their Conqueſts over their neigh- Commons, | 
© q over t g „ 
bour Nations (ſays Dr. Jane Dean of Glo. Þ: 1, 


« ceſter) have at laſt been either ruin'd by 1651. 


their 
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f © their own Strength, or elſe became a Prey 
i © and Spoil to another ſtronger than them- 
4 ſelves. ; n _ 
Never was there any — upon Earth, 

t but what was under Ref raints, and boun- 
4 ded by Laws: But to what purpoſe, if the 
« King was either above them, or might dif- 
| cc — with them at his pleaſure ? 
| amiverſe- ** Excellently therefore faith the Lord Biſhop 
Pe of Litchfield and Coventry ; „There muſt be 
e, Jaws in all Societies, ſome Rules and Or- 
arch 8. 4 ders known and eſtabliſh'd ; in obſervance 
$704 & whereof the common Intereſt and Happi- 
« neſs conſiſts, and to which all are indiſpen- 
« fbly oblig d. Without theſe, they are in- 
« deed no Society; for theſe are the very 
Bonds that tie and hold them together: 
e and therefore not only all Communities in 
*« the World have Laws, but generally 
& ſpeaking, they have very good ones, fuch 
« as would ftrengthen their Union, and an- 
« {wer their true Ends, were they fuffer'd 

« to bear ſway without controul.“ | 
| pr.Jane's Ina word, It is God that fetteth up 
Anverſe- & Kings, and caſteth them down: The 
men Crowns and Scepters of the World are in 
e his hand; and whenever he imparts any 
« Power or Royalty to his Creatures, he ſtill 
&« reſerves to himſelf a free Liberty to reſume 
« jt, to Uncrown, Dethrone and Depoſe 

« them at his Pleaſure.” | 

If therefore, to conclude, There is no Power 
but of God, and the Powers that be, even _ | 
: that 


— 
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that depoſe wicked Tyrants, are ordain'd of 
God; then doubtleſs, he that reſiſteth the Power 
by which thoſe Tyrants are depoſed, reſis 
the Ordinance of Gad; and they that reſiſt, ſhall 
receive to themſelves Damnation. 


Now let us adore the Divine Majeſty for 
our ſeaſonable Deliverance from Popery and 
Slavery, and Arbitrary Power, by our late 
Sovereign, the great King WILLIAM of 
Glorious Memory; for that great and heroick 
Prince, and Duke of Marlborough, and thoſe 
our other noble Patriots and renowned Hero's, 

to whoſe profound Wiſdom, Courage, and 
Conduct, Steddineſs and Zeal for the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, are, oext to the Almighty, 
owing all the Bleſſings we enjoy, under the 
auſpicious Government of our moſt Illuſtrious 
Queen ANNE, whem God preſerve; and 
after a long and proſperous Reign over us, 
crown her with an exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory. And let all the People 
| ſay, Amen, 


FINIS. 


— — 
= / » 2 © 5 
- - 4 : . . = . . 4% 1 
7 . * 4 A * . e3 4 
Mono eos I foal 2000 gant 
| 4 | 4 * 3 * 
e ende e 
0 
1 . . . w.] 9 ” Fa, - 
TA % wo” i201 FI 14 A. W = 
f ry | | 5 
* 5 SW * 1% IS * 42 of 
4 1 81 50 2 1 » 7 vv ®\A 23 
: N : 4 5 : $\ : ' 1 
renner een 
* * — . C 


* 5 | ” . . mY þ l 
* _— - » -a< , 2 * - { o 
Y = 9 4 ” 


= 
4 


5 N 4 9 5 Bt, ; 
2 eats TA. is Eg 4 54.4 
Knee E RR A T | 1.24, 0 WJ 
1 P. 4. L. 18, dele or. p. 7. I. 22. for Baalam r. Baalim. 
18. I. 8. dele . p. 27. I. 29. after about r. by. P. 29. 
0 32. Nor, ſhould begin a new Paragraph. p. 53. L. 2. 
ter Wat f. their. p. 54. 1. 33 after b r. 4. P. 76. I. 21. 

diele hieb. eil N | 1-4 08, $93 0 


1 Ir. # TR 


er | 


—_ 


ls Y a 1 


3 


* = 
- - 
_ — 43 OL v 
ITE ⏑—ä4ä .4ů: Wo Eg —— — 8 
= — a _ 


